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MARTIN LUTHER gloried in the Gospel; his sermons and writings are 

full of it. By its proclamation he transformed the lives of millions . 

Writing to his fellow Augustinians at Wittenberg about the abuse of the 

Mass (1521), the Reformer defines the term.  

 
What the Gospel Is  

 If you ask: What is the Gospel? No better answer can be given 

than these words of the New Testament: Christ gave His body and 

shed His blood for us for the forgiveness of sins. This alone is to be 

preached to Christians, impressed upon them, and faithfully com-

mended to them for constant mediation.  

 

FOR ONLY by the Gospel do we really learn to know God. Creation re-

veals the right arm of God, but the Gospel reveals His heart, so the 

Reformer remarks in a Christmas sermon of 1523 on John 1:1 -14. 

(Roererôs notes only.) 

 

The Gospel Lets Us See the Heart of God  

 Through the Gospel we Christians are enabled to know not only the 

nature of angels but what is going on in the Supreme Majesty. This is 

a far greater revelation than if God had revealed how He created 

heaven and earth; for here He discloses Himself, His very Essence 

(suam substantiam)  

 

(What Luther Says, Volume II, page 560 and page 564)  
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October, A.D.2010  

 
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE  

 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Zion,  

 
 

This month marks the 493 rd  anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. 
On Sunday, October 31, Zion will celebrate with gusto the Festival of the 
Reformation. We remember with thanks the life and ministry of Martin 

Luther, founder of the Reformation. In 1517 on the Eve of All Saints, Oc-
tober 31, Luther, a Roman Catholic monk and university professor of Bi-

ble at the University of Wittenberg, posted The 95 Theses ð95 state-
ments for debate ðconcerning the teaching of the Bible. (You can read these online at: http://
www.bookofconcord.org/95theses.php .) It was his firm belief that God saves us not because of 

how good we  are, but because of how good he  is, based solely on his grace ðhis unconditional 
love ðfor the sake of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus sacrificed his life to save us from sin 

and death. We are saved by grace alone , through faith  in Christ alone , based on Scripture 
alone . 

 
 
That message of the 16 th  Century ðreturning the church to the message of the 1 st  Century 

apostles and evangelists ðforms the foundation of the message that Zion Lutheran Church pro-
claims in the 21 st  Century. This good news of Godôs unconditional love affects how we treat one 

another as well as how we teach one another. There are people who will die today ðright here 
in our parish community ðnot having that saving knowledge in a God who loved them so much 
that he sacrificed his only Son for them.  

 
 

Zionôs Life Series  strategically focuses our parish ministry and mission efforts around 
ñKnowing Christò (reach upðworship), ñGrowing in Christò (reach inðdiscipleship), ñServing 
Christò (reach downðcaring) and ñSharing Christò (reach outðmissions and evangelism). In 

this proactive, intentional way, we extend that message of unconditional love in all we do as 
individual Christ followers and as a congregation.  

 
 
You are a part of Zionôs ministry, and we encourage you to give what you have received from 

the Lord and his Word. Be Godôs servant in your circle of influenceðyour family, your friend-
ships, your neighbors, your classmates and coworkers. Invite them to join you on October 31 ð

and every Sunday ðto worship the God of grace ðof unconditional love ðat Zion. And while you 
wait for them to accept your invitation, continue to reflect his unconditional love to each other 
and others. Lutheran Christians have a powerful message to proclaim by our life and our lips; 

God equip us to proclaim it winsomely to our world!  
 

 
 
Joyfully yours in Jesus (Philippians 4:4),  

 

 

Steve Hess  

http://www.bookofconcord.org/95theses.phpI
http://www.bookofconcord.org/95theses.phpI
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Re - Formation  

 
It all started when I was going home from work and saw a tall road 

bike for sale. A mere $40 later I was the owner of a vintage 1980ôs road 
bike. Thatôs when the re-formation process began. It 
had a seat that was hardly more than hard plastic 

which I replaced with a new one I got on clearance. 
The re -formation continued. I upgraded ñTrustyò as I 
now called her with a shifter, handlebar and pedals 

from another bike. Noticing a pattern yet? As she 
stands now, ñTrustyò has components from 4 other 
bikes in addition to parts bought to upgrade her. With 

each part I re -form ñTrustyò into more of the bike I 
want her to be at that particular time.  
 

As Lutherans we tend to talk about the Reformation as a historical event but I believe that 
even Luther understood it as a process. For one, Luther did not discard the history of the church 
but rather re - formed it to how God had intended. The formation and re - formation process imply 

that one is starting out with material and re - forming it into something better.  
 
Luther talks about the re - formation process in our lives as Christians. In the Small Cate-

chism, Luther explains that ñ[baptism] indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition 
and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily 
emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.ò In other words, as bap-

tized Christians we are re -formed through dying to ourselves in confession and rising through Godôs 
forgiveness. While we are formed as Christians in the waters of Baptism once, for the rest of our 
lives we are continually re - formed through confession and absolution as God makes us more into 

the kind of people He wants us to be.  
 
The re - formation process is not easy. As we die to ourselves, we realize our failings and 

shortcomings. But when we go to him for forgiveness, we also see anew Godôs love and grace. We 
come to have a greater appreciation of the rich blessings we have in Jesus. And as others see that 
peace and joy we have in the riches of Godôs blessings, they see Godôs love at work in our lives.   

 
Thereôs something else about the re-formation process. Like all processes it takes time. It 

isnôt generally something one notices over the span of a week or even a month. But as we look 

back on our lives, we can see how God has guided us and drawn us closer to him.  
 

ñTrustyò is now a hybrid Time Trial/Commuter bike like no other thanks to the re-formation 
process. I doubt the people who sold it would even recognize my bike today. My pastoral formation 
process has continued here at Zion as I have learned from each of you. Through you, God has re -

formed me through visits in the hospital, facing struggles together and sometimes just quiet con-
versations where little is said but much is heard. One tool I have come to appreciate in the re -
formation process is Lutherôs Evening Prayer:   

 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have 

done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into your hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen.  

 And may God continue to re - form us closer to His will.  

Peter Weeks  
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But as for me and my family,  
we will serve the Lord.                      

-Joshua 24:15 

Rebecca Duport, DCE ðFamily Life Minister  
Phone: (239) 481 -4040, ext. 103 È  email: rebeccad@zionfm.org  

Reprinted with permission of LCMS 

Childrenôs and Family Ministry 
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Caring Conversations  

The Fall is not only the time for the beginning of 

another school year; it ushers in a whole series of 

activities following the summer months. Whether 

your focus is the beginning of the school year or 

simply another year of post -summer activities, use 

the following sentence starters to encourage reflec-

tion and conversation:  ñI am  

excited aboutéò; ñI am concerned aboutéò; ñI canôt 

wait foréò. 

 

Devotions  

Luke 2:52 reads, ñAnd Jesus increased in wisdom 

and in years, and in divine and human favor.ò 

Growth is a part of life, even for Jesus, the Son of 

God. Consider how your physical, mental, relational 

and spiritual growth affects your daily life and  

service to God, others and all creation. Make a list 

of the ways your life is a gift of God, to others and 

to Godôs total creation. Then offer a prayer, includ-

ing mention of each of these ways:   

Dear God, you have blessed me to be a bless-

ing to others, to grow in wisdom, in years, and 

in human and divine favor. May my life reflect 

your grace and your will as I serve you, others 

and creation through [name the ways your life is 

a gift of God]; through Jesus Christ who in-

creased in wisdom and stature, and in human 

and divine favor.  Amen.  

 

Service  

Our lives are filled with learning. We learn through 

many social contacts. We learn at school, in the 

home, in the congregation, on the job, through 

various media and in the community. Make a com-

mitment in the next month to be of service by  

helping someone else learn. Maybe you can be a 

ñbook buddyò at school; maybe you can help some-

body learn how to run a computer program at work 

or develop a skill with a tool. In some manner, as-

sist someone in her or his lifelong pursuit of  

learning.  

 

 

 

Rituals and Traditions  

[For parents with school -

aged children] Make the 

sign of the cross on the 

forehead of your child be-

fore he or she leaves for 

school, saying, ñ[Childôs 

name], Jesus go with you 

wherever you go.ò Remind 

your child that you think 

and pray for him or her 

during the day.  

 

[For people without children in school] Place a cross 

where you work, study, or relax to remind you of 

Godôs constant presence in Christ. 

 

[For people with students to bless] For the next 

seven days, begin and end the day with the words, 

ñThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.ò 

Pray the Lordôs Prayer, then begin your day or re-

tire for the night.  

Tickets for Street Seats ð 

Support Our Youth!  
 

Zion will once again have a section of Street 

seats for the 2011 Edison Festival of Light Grand 

Parade. Your seats are literally in the street and 

provide the best view of all the spectacular sites 

of this year's Grand Parade on Saturday, Feb. 19 

at 7 pm.  

Beginning in January , you may purchase your 

tickets on Sundays between services from a 

youth member in the Welcome Center.  The cost 

of each Street Seat is $10, children under 6, if 

held on the lap are free.  A limited number of 

seats are available for our section.  

Canôt wait till January?   

Call Rebecca in the church office and reserve 

your seats with payment today!   

HOMEGROWN FAITH   
Four Key Resources for the Home  

Team Grandparents  
Join us!  

Sunday, October 3rd  
between services in room 108.  

Join other grandparents for  

15 minutes to pray for our  

grandchildren!  
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Zion Lutheran Early Childhood Center  

Early Childhood Center 
Mrs. Beth Wallace, Director  

Phone: (239) 481 -4040, ext. 208   È  email: bethw@zionfm.org  

1ð Happy Birthday Zion ECC  
7ð ECC Family Potluck/ Open 
House 6:15-8:00pm 
14ð ECC Pumpkinõs Delivered 
21ð Picture Day VPK Classes & 
Tues./Thurs  
22ð Picture Day (.  (Jr. & Sr. 
Preschool)  
25 No Preschool, Extended 
Care only Teacher in -service 
Day 
26 No Preschool, Extended 
Care only Teacher in -service 
Day 

6- ECCõs Kids New to You Sale 
& Fall Festival ( 8am-12pm in the 
Fellowship Hall)  
 18 & 19ð Parent & Teacher 
Conferences by appointment  
24ð No preschool, Extended 
Care only  
25 & 26ð ECC Closed for 
Thanksgiving Day & Break  
 
 
 
 
 

5- ECC sings in 9:30 Worship  
9- ECC sing in 10:30 Advent  
Worship  
20 & 21- Non VPK days ,  
Extended Care Only  
22-31 ECC Closed Christmas 

Break  
 

 

PLEASE RETURN ORDER 
FORM TO MRS. 

WALLACEõS OFFICE BY 
OCTOBER 5 TH  

PUMPKINS  WILL  BE  DELIVERED ON  THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  14 TH  

ORDER FORM  
Name:__________________________ 
Phone #________________________ 
Number of Pumpkins____________  
Prices vary by size and weight.  
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Zionõs ECC òNew to Youó 
Kidõs Yard Sale 

Date: 11/6/10 Time: 8:00amñ12:00pm 

Zion Lutheran Early Childhood Center  

7401 Winkler Road  
Fort Myers , FL  33919  

Multifamily òKidsó Sale including some hot 

items: 

Kidõs Toys, Clothing,  

Furniture, Books and 

Other Fun Items! 

Bake Sale Items 
Available for Sale 

Including: 

Homemade Cookies, Brownies, 
Cakes, Pies, Breakfast Items 

YUMMY in the TUMMY 
 

ECC Parents We Need Your Help  
Parents we are very excited about our upcoming Kidõs Yard Sale /
Fall Festival on November 6th in the Fellowship Hall from 8:00am -
12:00pm.  We need your help with the following to make this an 
awesome event:  

Donations still needed to sell @ the yard sale.  
Volunteers needed to set -up and price items on November 5th , 
before the morning of the event.  
Volunteers to work with our ECC teachers that day.  
Volunteers needed to help with our Hayride and games.  
Baked Good items needed for the Sale.  
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Parent Link e-newsletter  
is a monthly resource for parents  

and grandparents of teens and children 
         Email: rebeccad@zionfm.org  

New Sunday school year has begun!  
Please complete the registration form in your childôs classroom 

so we have your current info on file in the office.  Thank you.  

Parent Lite  is for parents of our children in 

Preschool through Grade 6, sharing Jesus through 
their presence, actions, and words. A sign up 
sheet is posted in the education hallway. Parents 

sign up for one Sunday each quarter (4 times a 
year) to attend and assist in their childôs class. 
Please note your Parent Lite date for the Quar-

ter. If you are unable to serve, please 
switch with another parent.  

Participate with your child and their 

friends  
Be a ñmodel studentò in class. 
Be the best teacher helper ever!  

Hang in there with the teaching team  
until the last student is picked up by  
parents and assist with any clean up.  

Above all...have fun with your child!  
 

ªLet your light shine before men that they may see your 

good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.« (Matt. 5:16) 

Sunday School Parent Lite Schedule   
Fall Quarter 2010  

Sunday  
9:30 am  

PS/
Kindergarten  

 

Grades 1 - 3  
 

Grades 4 - 6  

10/03     

10/10   Hartig   

10/17  Laurie Risley    

10/24  Hartig   Partipilo  

10/31     

11/07     

11/14     

11/21     

11/28     

O   ffered for potty trained children ages 3 

through grade 6 during adult Bible class and 

the 9:30am service. Please sign your child 

in at room 105  and also sign your child out 

after worship from their classroom.  

Preschool & Kindergarten (Room 104B)  

Grades 1 - 3 (Room 106)  

Grades 4 - 6 (Room 107B)  

 
Next month in November, our Sunday 

School Children will be singing in church on 

Sunday, November 7 .  We will also begin 

preparations for this yearôs Sunday School 

Service to be held December 19 at 11:00 

am.  More information will be sent home mid

-October from the teachers. Please save the 

date so your family can participate in the 

telling of our Saviorôs birth! 

DID YOU KNOW???  
The ñBusy Bagò stand is in the Narthex for our 

children to use during worship.  Our Cry Room is 
also reserved in the back of the sanctuary for 
nursing moms and parents with small children.  

Nursery Notes 
O ur Nursery is only offered dur-

ing Sunday morning Bible class 
hour and worship at 9:30 am for in-

fants, toddlers and twoôs. Children 
are welcome in all of our services, 
and a cry room is also available in 

the back of the sanctuary.   
 

Parents, please take your turn to 
help in the Nursery with our atten-
dant on Sundays. We need your ex-

tra hands for the many little hands 
that we have. Thank you!  
 

*Please make sure to label all of the 

items brought to the nursery and 
sign out a pager when you sign in 
your child so that we may reach  

you.  

 
Our nursery is located in room 103. 
Ask an usher to direct you there.  

 
Jai & Greg Earle, Coordinators  

Nursery Attendant: Gwen Mattoni  
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Coming up in Youth Ministry... 

FL- GA District 
Middle School 

Youth  
Gathering  

 

November 5 - 7, 2010  

Lake Yale Conference Ctr  

Rev. Bill Yonker  

& Andrew Witt  
Leave 1:30pm Fri. & Return 

5pm Sunday  
 

Registration  

$118 until October 10  

$128 starting October 10  

Final deadline ðOct. 24  
 

Grades 6 - 8 eligible to 

attend.  See Rebecca.  

 

Wed. 10/6  High School Bible Study & Confirmation Class (grades 7 -8)  
6:30 -7:30 pm    

 
Fri. 10/8     MS Circuit Game night ñJell-Olympicsò at Zion $5  
7-10 pm     *Sign up with Rebecca Duport  

     
Sun, 10/10    $40 deposit due for early bird registration ~ Middle School District Gathering   
    *Sign up with Rebecca  

    
Wed. 10/13    High School Bible Study & Confirmation Class (grades 7 -8).  
6:30 -7:30 pm     

 
Wed. 10/20    High School Bible Study & Confirmation Class  (grades 7 -8)  
6:30 -7:30 pm   

 
Sun. 10/24    Balance due for Middle School District Gathering ðlast chance to register  
 

Wed. 10/27    Reformation Party ~ Fellowship Hall -  Middle and  High School    
6:30 -7:30 pm   *Sign up with Pastor Peter  
7:30pm     Poinsettia Fundraiser begins tonight!  Get your packet from Rebecca.  

Poinsettia Flower Sales   

Middle and High School Youth will begin 
taking orders  in November.  Registration 

packets will be sent home Wed. 10/27 af-
ter the Reformation Party  

 
Sunday, Nov. 28 is the last day to order 

Poinsettiaôs...all money and orders are due! 

Marty Party! 
Middle & High School Youth 
Wednesday, Oct. 27  6:30pm 

Join the celebration of the Reformationé 
(thumbtacks NOT provided!) 

 

In lieu of nailing the 95 theses on the doors of 
our Catholic friends and neighbors, we will 

gather for food and fun in the Fellowship Hall.   
 <><  Pastor Peter 

  Jell-Olympics 
Middle School Game Night 

Friday, October 8    7-10pm 
Zion will host the first Middle School game 

night of the year for the Circuit.  Come 
play withé J-E-L-L-O and discover who or 

what shapes YOU!  There will be food, fun 
and friends!  Meet in the Fellowship Hall.  

Sign up with Rebecca by Wed. Oct. 6  Cost 
is $5, includes dinner (...and ñMoeò Jello!). 

Parent help needed and also to make some Jello!  
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Marian Schmitt , RN  
Office Hours:  
Mon:  9:30 am -1:30 pm  
Thur: 2:00 pm -  4:00 pm  
Phone: 481 -4040 ext 104  

 

Blood Pressure  Screening  

The first Sunday of the month from 9:00 am to 
9:30am and 10:30am to 11:00am.   
 

When Admitted to the Hospital  
You must say ñZion Lutheran Churchò in addi-
tion to ñLutheranò in order for us to locate you.  

TIPS TO BOOST YOUR ENERGY  

 Just thinking about everyone who needs you 

can zap what little energy you may have. Maybe 

you feel you just can't possibly get it all done, but 

you know you have to. To meet the demands of 

today, you can't afford to have your energy de-

pleted. Here are some ways to easily boost your 

energy.  
     

 Take 10 minutes a day to do deep breathing, 

preferably out in the fresh outdoors. You will not 

believe how much better you feel.  

    Exercise is the energy creator. Move your body, 

no matter how little. Stretch and elongate those 

tight muscles. Dance! Put on your favorite music 

and dance until those endorphins are producing 

energy.  
 

    Pump up your energy in your attitude. Think of 

life as a school. When you quit learning, you begin 

aging in your mind. Learn something new every 

day. Make it a game.  
 

    Clutter is the silent energy sucker. Surrounded 

by clutter? It has a real physical effect on your en-

ergy levels. Set a timer and just take 15 minutes 

to de - clutter your space.  
     

 What goes in shows on the outside. Keep your 

water intake high. Studies show that lack of water 

is the number one trigger of daytime fatigue.  
 

    Let it go. There is a direct relationship between 

buried anger and your energy levels. Forgiving and 

letting go is a selfish act to make yourself feel bet-

ter. Be a little selfish.  
 

    Money can't buy you happiness. If you are doing 

things you find unpleasant just for a paycheck, you 

can be assured your energy will be depleted. By 

feeling less trapped, more hopeful, you will feel 

more energized.  
 

Nutrition News  
 

 Of all the saturated fats that contribute to 

Heart Disease, coconut oil is the worst culprit, with 

92% saturated fats. Canola oil which is flavorless, 

has the lowest level of saturated fat. A good choice 

is Olive Oil which adds flavor with less saturated 

fat.  
 

Parish Nurse  

www.leeMemorial.org/wellness  

Breast Cancer Awareness Month  
We will be celebrating National 
Breast Cancer Awareness On  
October 17th  
 

Please  wear Pink to commemorate 
the day, in honor of the survivors 
and to honor those who have lost 

their battle.  

 

Early Detection  Plan:  

r Annual screening for women starting at age 

40  

r Monthly self -exam starting  by age 20   
 

Early detection  is critical for survival. Men may 
also have breast cancer.  

FLU SHOTS SCHEDULED  
October 1 in the Fellowship Hall 
from 9:30 to Noon  
Shots are provided by the Visiting Nurses Asso-

ciation. Medicare card holders, please bring your 
cards. If you have insurance, bring your card, 
you may have to pay up front and be reim-

bursed by your insurance company. Cost if you 
have no insurance. Flu shots $25.00. Pneumonia 
vaccine $45.00.  

VNA is not - for -profit community health pro-
vider. Any proceeds from VNA flu shot clinics are 
used to support community -based programs.  

AARP Safe Driving class at Zion Oc-

tober 18th & 19th in room 4 from 12:30pm to 
4:30pm both days.  
Call the front office to register for the class. 

Space is limited.  
Be prepared to pay at the door.  
 

VALET PARKING POLL  
Anyone in need of valet parking, please contact 

the church office or Dick Dorset at 437 -3842 and 

let us know which service you attend.  

http://www.leeMemorial.org/wellness
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Sunday  

 October 10 th  

 is  

  LWML SUNDAY  

 Lutheran Womenôs Missionary League 

 

We celebrate with the Mary Martha circle 

on their 25th anniversary.   
 

There will be once again this year,  

MUFFINS FOR MITES (donations) in the 

Atrium.   Join with us as cake and coffee 

will be served by the Mary Martha Circle. 

ôMitesõ For Muffins! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL DONATIONS GO TO  

MISSIONS  
SUPPORTED BY BOTH CIRCLES 

Altar Flowers  
Amigos en Cristo  

Aurora Sandell ðChina  
Bethesda Communities  

Boylan Ministries  
Carol Halter  

Concordia Seminary  
ECC Christmas Booklets  

Gift & Card for Duport 
Baby  
Habitat for Humanity  

LCMS World Mission  
Life Line Center  

Lutheran Bible Translators  
Lutheran Services  

Lutheran World Relief  
LWML FL. GA. District 

Mites  
LWML Women of Faith ð

for Troups  
Orphan Grain Train  

Project Connect ðCarl 
Behring   

Thanksgiving Baskets  
The Gabriel House  
The Salvation Army  

Zion Benevolent Fund  
Zion Food Pantry  

Zion Memorials  
Zion VBS  

Stephen Ministry trained its first class in  

the fall of 2000.  This means it is almost  

 time to Celebrate and Rejoice.  

TEN YEARS!  

What is Stephen Ministry about?  

Itôs is all about people and caring. 

We hope you will come and help us  

thank God for all he has done in those  

ten years. Keep watch for the time  

and place.  

Cambodia Sandell Support   
  

 Aurora Sandell serves the Lord through LCMS 

World Mission as a GEO missionary in Phnom Penh, 

Cambodia, where she is the service learning coordi-

nator of Concordia Welfare and Education Founda-

tion (CWEF), an Asian non -profit organization. 

CWEF seeks to improve people's livelihoods through 

education and service. Aurora works towards this 

end by hosting short - term teams in Cambodia and 

implementing education and development projects.  
 

 Aurora was born in Traverse City, Mich., but 

now calls Fort Myers, Fl. home. She is a member at 

St. Michael's Lutheran Church. Aurora received her 

bachelor's degree from the University of North Flor-

ida. She also has worked at Camp Arcadia in Michi-

gan as an administrator and in other capacities. In 

her free time, she enjoys sailing, drawing, travel-

ing, writing, and kayaking.  
 

 Please pray for open hearts in the students that 

Aurora is serving and that she would be a strong 

witness of Jesus' love to them through her teaching 

and all her actions. Aurora asks, ñPlease pray that I 

am able to carry out what God has in store for me!ò 

Also, thank the Lord that she has answered His call 

to serve the people of Cambodia.  Poinsettias for 

Christmas 

T he Middle and High School Youth will again 
be taking your Poinsettia orders for your home 
holiday decorating or gifts to your family, 

friends or co -workers.  The fundraiser begins in 
November and plants will be available for pick 
up on Sunday, December 5 in the atrium or 

purchased to beautify our sanctuary in honor or 
memory of a loved one and picked up after 
Christmas.    Thank you!  

Zion Workday 
Help Wanted  
Come One, Come All!  

The Property Manage-

ment Ministry is organiz-

ing another Zion Workday on Saturday, October 

30th at 9:00 am. We have a number of chores that 

need attending to as we spruce up the grounds for 

another busy season. We have something for 

every skill and strength level. A sign -up sheet will 

be in the office or send an email to Al Hogrefe at 

al.nancy@comcast.net  Thank you in advance for 

your help.  

mailto:al.nancy@comcast.net
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Bell Choir Resumes in November  
Bell Choir Rehearsals will  resume on November 1st. 

For the month of November the rehearsals will be 

from 7:00 p.m. -  9:00 p.m. on Monday evenings. 

One hour rehearsals will begin again in December. 

New members are welcome and encouraged. Train-

ing will be provided. For more information, contact 

Bev Otten at botten1@verizon.net .  
 

Choir Rehearsals  
Tuesdays at 6:30pm in room 105. If you have any 

musical experience and would like to join, please 

contact Barbara Aadland by phone 945 -3738, email 

bjmwa@aol.com , or in person at church.  
 
 

Please Call the Church Officeé 
Ċ When a member of your family is admitted to 

the hospital so that a pastor may visit and pray 

for your family member.  

Ċ When a phone number, address, or e -mail ad-

dress is changed so records can be corrected.  

Ċ When a new baby arrives in your family.  

Ċ When a member of your family leaves home for 

college or to establish a new residence.  
Ċ When the church can assist you in any way.  
 
 

Newsletter Submissions  
Please email information to Cherien@zionfm.org  

before the 2nd Monday of the month with 

ñNewsletter Submissionò in subject line.  

 
Zionôs Food Pantry  
The tough economy has negatively impacted many 

families over this past year. Thanks to the generos-

ity of Zionôs members, we have been able to pro-

vide food bags to many families in need this year.  
 

Our food pantry is in constant need of replenishing. 

You can help by donating a can of food or an entire 

bag é every donation helps feed a hungry family! 
 

We are currently in need of non -perishable food 

items, including:  
 

· Canned veggies    · Canned fruit   

· Peanut butter         · Jelly     

· Rice/Pasta      · Spaghetti Sauce     

· Cereal            · Crackers     

· Canned tuna, chicken, ham, spam, ravioli  
 

Monetary donations may be made by including 

ñfood pantryò on your check memo line. Thank you, 

for your continued support of this vital ministry!  

Adopt - A-Student Ministry  
 The Sunday morning Adult Bible Class is spon-

soring a Concordia Seminary student in the ñAdopt-

A-Studentò program. Gary Koltz is a Floridian who 

has just completed his first semester learning 

Greek. He is starting his second semester, in which 

he will study Hebrew. Gary and his wife, Melissa, 

and their two daughters, Grace and Abigail, now 

live in St. Louis.  
  

 Each week during the Bible Class hour, opportu-

nity is given to participants to make a contribution. 

We invite you to join us by making a gift in any 

amount you wish to give. Checks may be made out 

to Zion Lutheran Church and marked ñAdopt-A-

Studentò. As this relationship grows, we will keep 

you informed on a regular basis. For further infor-

mation, contact Tom Cioper (466 -6685) or Paul 

Koepchen (768 -1656). We also invite you to our 

study of the Pastoral Epistles in Room 108, 9:30am 

to 10:30am  

 

Zion Seniors are Back!   
        Yes, itôs that time again. We gather together 

around Godôs Word and enjoy fellowship. We will 

begin with studying Titus and then learn about 

sharing our faith with adult children in Never Too 

Late. Our programs this month include Community 

Cooperative Ministries, Inc, Lutheran Services of 

Florida and Love & Compassion Ministries. Welcome 

back!  
 

Marilynôs Bible Study 
 Jesus ï Relentless Lover is the title of the first 

study of the group starting on October 12 th. Itôs a 

study you wonôt want to miss.  
 

 Jesus is a relentless lover without limits. Even 

when we cannot, or will not, return his love, he 

continues to love us despite our words and deeds 

that are sinful. We have difficulty believing this and 

wonder if some day he will leave us because of our 

failures. But he remains with us, loving his way into 

our lives. In this study, we will discover how Jesus 

expresses his love for us and how amazing that 

love is.  
 

 Please join us on Tuesday mornings at 9:55 

A.M., in the Fellowship Hall. We would love to have 

you. Call Marilyn Rustick at 466 -9872 for further 

information, or just come.  

Zion½s Early Childhood Center  
celebrates it½s 3rd birthday on  

October 1st!  
God continues to Bless our ministry as we enjoy 

watching His children grow in His LOVE. 

 

mailto:botten1@verizon.net
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Zion Lutheran Church  
7401 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33919 

                        Wednesday, February 16, 2011 
                          9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

       HUMOR                                                      (Registration includes meal) 
  

 

 5ǊΦ wƛŎƘ .ƛƳƭŜǊΣ ϦtŀǊŀōƭŜǎΣ tŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƳƛǎŜΗϦ 9ŘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎΧ          
     Sure to put a smile on your face-ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘȅ ƭŀǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƭȅΧ wƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 
ǳǎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ϦōƻƭŘŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎϦΧ IŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻǘŜŘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ   
47-year ministry career. Former President/CEO of Wheat Ridge Ministries.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                EXCELLENCE 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Dr. Audrey West, ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊŀōƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦέ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ  
engaging in everyday activities, but the plot-lines take a surprising twist!... Energetic 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΧ 9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ²ƻƳŀƴ ¢ƻŘŀȅΦΦΦ  !ǎǎƻπ
ciated Church Press "Award of Excellence" for her study on the parables.  
 
          INSPIRATION 

         
5ŀǾŜ YƛǊƪΣ ά²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aǳǎƛŎΦέ /ƻƳǇƻǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜǊΧǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ Ǉǳōπ
ƭƛǎƘŜŘΗΦΦΦaƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ aǳǎƛŎΣ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ .ƻŎŀ wŀǘƻƴΧΦƻǊƎŀƴΧ ǾƻƛŎŜΧ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎΧǊŜŎƛǘŀƭǎΦ                                                                                                             
                                                                         
 

            
 

                          

SPONSORS: FL-GA District LCMS; FL -Bahamas Synod ELCA, Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans, Lutheran Services-Florida, Gulf Coast Village  

           é. And YOU! 

DISPLAYS 
WORKSHOPS 

WELLNESS HELP! 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
 

Rebecca Duport ς Family Life Minister  (239) 481-4040 ext. 103 
Pastor Peter Weeks ς Assistant Pastor  (239) 481-4040 ext. 102   

SPONSOR  A  SENIOR  
Watch for more information to ñSponsor a Seniorò and 

help send a Senior Adult to the 2011 SENIORFEST 

FOR AGES 50 
and Over! 
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THANKSGIVIN G 
Support Zionôs Turkey Basket Outreach! 

Thanksgiving Baskets will again be assembled for delivery to needy families. 

Beginning Sunday, October 17, bags will be distributed after worship with lists of items needed. Please 

take a bag and return it to the church filled with the items or a check by November 14. 
 

Thanks in advance for your generous and giving spirit. 
For more information contact Susan Franz at  suznuke@aol.com  or  Janice Morris at 454-0760 

BASKETS  

TREASURERôS REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 2010  

 
 As of the end of August, income was $20,000 below our projection and our best estimate is 

that we will end the year at that level.  We have been able to make up some of this shortfall 

through savings in administrative supplies and not hiring an office manager replacement, how-

ever, the expenses related to maintenance of the building are much higher than expected.  

  

During the budgeting process, we expected to reduce the cost of our air conditioning mainte-

nance by getting multiple bids in this business climate.  We did realize some reductions but these 

were not as high as expected due to the age and condition of our machines.  In addition, the 

amount of building maintenance we have had to do this year is significantly higher than previous 

years and this is probably attributable to the aging of the buildings.  As a result, our maintenance 

expenses are running 13% over budget.  

  

It appears that this financial impact may worsen.  We have just discovered that a portion of the 

roof over the Sanctuary has been damaged due to a water leak and must be replaced.  We may 

also have to do major repair or replacement of several of our air conditioners.  We do have some 

money saved from the insurance payment for damages caused by the last hurricane and that 

should be adequate to cover roof repair.  If we continue to have building maintenance problems, 

such as the aforementioned air conditioners, the effect on our cash flow could be rather devastat-

ing if our income does not improve.  

  

We will keep you informed of our financial condition and hope you will prayerfully review your 

financial support for Zion.  

 

Terry Furhovden  

Treasurer  
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T 
hroughout the month of October, we invite the members of Zion Lu-

theran Church to join us in showing our appreciation to our pastors for 
the sacrificial dedication, spiritual teaching and wise counsel that they 

so selflessly give our congregation and community. They are all truly gifts 
from God!  

 
We give special honor and appreciation to:  

 

       Our Pastors 
    Senior Pastor, Steve Hess 
   Assistant Pastor, Peter Weeks  

 
 Our Called Worker  

  DCE Rebecca Duport, Family Life Minister  
 
Our Retired Pastors  
Pastor Ted Westermann  
Pastor Dick Miller  
Pastor Tom Armour  
Pastor Walt Zeile  
Pastor Paul Koepchen  

 
We also thank the families of the pastors who sometimes have to sacrifice family time 
while the pastors shepherd their flock during times of need. Thank you family members 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���V�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H�V���\�R�X���P�D�N�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���J�O�R�U�\���R�I���*�R�G�»�V���.�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����0�D�\���*�R�G���U�L�F�K�O�\���U�H�Z�D�U�G���\�R�X���� 
 
�½�7�K�H���H�O�G�H�U�V���Z�K�R���G�L�U�H�F�W���W�K�H���D�I�I�D�L�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���Z�H�O�O���D�U�H���Z�R�U�W�K�\���R�I���G�R�X�E�O�H��

�K�R�Q�R�U�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R�V�H���Z�R�U�N���L�V���S�U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���¾ 
(1 Timothy 5:17)  

 

 

 
October is Clergy Appreciation Month, an annual effort that seeks to acknowledge the tremendous contribution of our religious leaders. 


