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Z ION  L UTHERAN  CHURCH  

 

FEBRUARY  2012  

7401 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33919  

Phone: (239) 481 -4040  ̧Fax: (239) 481 -4102  
Web Site: www.zionfm.org  

The Newsletter of  

 

8:30 a.m.  
Traditional Worship  

Worshiping God in the Lutheran 

tradition with His word, prayer, and 

hymns.  

 

8:55 a.m.  
Adult/Teen Bible Classes  

 

10:00 a.m.  
Blended Traditional and 

Contemporary Worship  

Celebrating Godôs greatness, mercy, 

and grace with a mix of 

contemporary and traditional 

liturgies and songs.  
 

10:00 a.m.  
Childrenôs Sunday School 
Adult/Teen Bible Classes  

11:30 a.m.  
Contemporary Worship  

Celebrating the variety of Godôs 

gifts, including His word, with 

contemporary style and songs.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

We are looking forward to a time of 
spiritual growth as we seek God 
zealously, serve Him faithfully,  

and share Him joyfully with words 
and deeds.  

Sunday Worship Schedule  

 

 Church  

 Jim Eggert    Interim Pastor  

 Peter Weeks    Assistant Pastor  

 Rebecca Duport, DCE   Family Life Minister  

 Beth Wallace    ECC Director  

 Marian Schmitt   Parish Nurse  

 Dick Miller    Pastor Emeritus  

 Cherie Neat    Office Secretary  

 Noelle Erfourth   Bookkeeper  

 Matt Krupick    Building/Grounds  

 Jeanne Hunter   Custodian  

 Barbara Aadland   Music Coordinator  

 Bev Otten    Bell Choir Director  

 Kerry Spencer   Choir Accompanist  

 Gwen Mattoni   Nursery Attendant  

 

ECC Preschool Teachers:  

Vanessa Aguera   Part time  

Cheri Antilia    Full time  

Cindy Hollander   Part time  

Katie Siari    Part time  

Katie Visaggio    Full time  
 

ECC Preschool Part time Teacherôs Aides: 

Sharron Drury   Rebekah Neat  

Karen Hogrefe   Sarah Neat  

Pat Kline    Gretchen Robbins  

Sandra Knowles   Marri Schmidt  

Gwen Mattoni   Mac Wallace  

Ministry Staff  

 

We are people made special by the Gospel of Jesus Christ,  

reaching out through Jesus to give people hope and help them grow. 
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Lent Dinners  

The season of Lent begins Ash Wednesday, 

February 22  Wednesday Evening Services at  

6:30 pm. Dinner at 5:30 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall.   
 

Ash Wednesday dinner will be sponsored by 

Mission Ministry at 5 pm.  
 

The remaining weeks of Lent will be ñSoup 

Suppersò at 5:30 pm hosted by various groups. 

These ñSouppersò are 100% sponsored by the 

host group and donations received that night 

will go toward the Lenten Mission offerings.  
 

We need groups to sponsor the following dates:  

Mar. 14:  

Mar. 21:  

Mar. 28:  
 

Call the church office to sign -up to host a 

dinner.  
 

Ash Wednesday Fellowship  
Join the Mission Ministry team for some 

fellowship and food at the Ash Wednesday 

dinner prior to the Wednesday Service.  

 

Lent Season 
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. 

Throughout Lent, we will have midweek worship 

services on Wednesday Evenings at  6:30 pm 

and the same service again Thursday mornings 

at 10:30 am. Dinner will be Wednesdays at 

5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Lent Dinners 
Ash Wednesday dinner will be sponsored by 

Mission Ministry at 5 pm.  

The remaining weeks of Lent will be ñSoup 

Suppersò at 5:30 pm hosted by various groups. 

These ñSouppersò are 100% sponsored by the 

host group and a free will offering will be 

collected each week that will go toward the 

Lenten Mission offerings.  
 

We need groups to sponsor meals.  

 

Resources for the Home 
Family Life will again provide Lenten calendars, 

devotionals and other resources for your home.  

Pick them up between services.  

Lenten Service Themes  

& Mission Ministry  

Offerings 
 

*Ash Wednesday (Feb 22)  Meal Host: Mission Ministry  
Mission -40 Projects   Lasagna, Mixed Greens, Garlic Bread & Dessert  

     
 

Lent 2   (Feb 29)   Meal Host: Confirmation Families  
Mission -40 Projects    
     
 

Lent 3   (Mar 7)   Meal Host: Larry Hughes Small Group    
Mission -40 Projects      
       

Lent 4   (Mar 14)    Meal Host:   
Mission -40 Projects    
 

Lent 5  (Mar 21)   Meal Host:  

Mission -40 Projects    
 

Lent 6   (Mar 28)   Meal Host:  
Mission -40 Projects  
 

Wednesday Evening Services: 6:30 pm  

Thursday Morning Services: 10:30 am (*Communion Service)  
 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday:  April 1  

Maundy Thursday: April 5 10:30am, 6:30pm  

Good Friday: April 6  6:30pm  

Easter Sunday: April 8  
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Happy 40th Anniversary Zion  

 Zion is celebrating our 40th year of ministry this year.  In his sermon on 

the 40th anniversary of Zion's first worship service, Pastor Miller referred to 

the tendency of congregations our age to start becoming inwardly-

focused.  Thankfully Zion has always had a passion for missions.  This is 

especially evident through our Mission 40 team who selected a social, Gospel 

and service mission for us to focus on outside of our own ministry.  You can 

find out more about these wonderful mission projects elsewhere in the 

newsletter.   

            Zion Seniors have always had projects that serve the church outside 

of their group.  We can thank God for the ministry of Pastor Zeile and Pastor Armour for this 

wonderful tradition.  The Memorial Garden started as a Seniors Project to serve the larger 

congregation and community for example.  I wanted to tell you about the main Zion Seniors project 

for 2011-2012.   

            A couple years ago, Zion Seniors published the prayers of Pastor 

Ted Westermann in his book When the Shadows Lengthen--Prayers for 

Senior Adults.  If you were not blessed to know Pastor Westermann, he 

was a unique combination of missionary, anthropologist and pastor.  He 

served Zion as a Pastoral Associate, making visits as well as 

preaching.  When God called me here in 2008 Pastor Westermann had just 

found out about his cancer diagnosis and we didn't know how long he 

would live.  As he wrote his prayers for Senior Adults, he not only knew 

what senior adults were going through from visiting them; he had actually 

been there himself.  His prayers include We Need Rain!, When They Take 

My Car Keys, On Being a ñWorry-wartò and For a Child Who No Longer 

Believes. 

            This year, Zion Seniors' main project is publishing a new edition of When the Shadows 

Lengthen.  God called Pastor Westermann to his eternal home in 2011 and the Seniors have been 

asked many, many times whether more prayer books were available.   We are in the process of 

getting the prayer book--including additional prayers not found in the first edition--published this 

spring.  We will have a signup in the welcome center, including a 

printing of the new prayers.   

            Zion loves missions.  Let's celebrate our 40th 

anniversary by being God's shining light, starting here in     

South Fort Myers and spreading that light around the globe. 

  

 

Pastor Peter 

Peter Weeks  
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What is the most basic thing we do as Christians in our response to God?  I imag-
ine there is some room for debate on that question, but given the examples of 
people in the Bible, I would say the most basic thing we do in response to God is 
WORSHIP.  Worship is the first response of those who experience Godôs love 
and power.  Truthfully, I am surprised that many neglect this most basic response 
ð worshiping God weekly with the body of Christ.  Over the years, Iôve written 

often about reasons to worship, citing Godôs command to set aside a day for holy things, our need to 
hear Godôs word, our need to experience Godôs love, and our need to give and receive encouragement.    
 
A couple years ago a fellow Christian shared a letter that was printed in another newsletter.  Iôm going to 
share it below.  The author of this letter is Dr. Arthur Porter, an LCMS missionary sent  to minister in in-
ner city Los Angeles.  His letter is worth reading. 
 
   

 
We live in 

a period th
at has been

 called the
 era of  th

e ñunchurch
edò.  The e

ra of the ñ
churchedò 

ended in th
e 1970ôs.  

In this cli
mate, invit

ing people 
to church h

as generate
d the quest

ion, ñWhy 

should I go
 to church?

  I can get
 the same t

hing at hom
e through t

elevision.ò
  We have t

o be pre-

pared to tell people why we go to church.  We have to be able to give an explanation to our children 

and not jus
t pull rank

 and say, ñ
Because I s

aid so,ñ or
 ñItôs good

 for you,ò 
or the old 

standard, ñ
my 

mother made
 me go, so 

Iôm making 
you go.ò

 

 
The people in Luke 6:17-19 had a purpose in coming to see Jesus.  They had heard of his physical 

healing powers, and they focused on that purpose.  Did they come to see Jesus for the best reason?  

Were they looking for the highest and the best that could be gotten from that encounter?  When you 

go to a Lak
ers game yo

u go to see
 basketball

.  You donô
t go to hea

r the natio
nal anthem 

or to buy a
 

hotdog.  You can do those things without going to a Lakers game.  If you go to the game and focus 

only on those things, you are missing out on the real purpose of going to a basketball game. 

 
If the people came to Jesus for physical miracles, they came for less than they could get.  Some peo-

ple come to church and get less than what God offers. ... You ask people why they go to church and 

you get ans
wers all ov

er the plac
e: ñI go wi

th my wife;
ò  ñto see 

my friends;
ò  ñto fell

owship;ò  ñ
to hear 

the preache
r;ò and ñso

 my kids ge
t an idea o

f the spiri
tual.ò  

 

 
All of these are valid reasons to go to a meeting place.  But if the meeting place is a church, and we 

go to church for any of these reasons, we are accepting crumbs and leaving the feast on the table. 

 
We go to church to be in the presence of Jesus because He promised to meet us there ð the place 

where we are gathered in His name.  Anywhere Jesus is, forgiveness is being given away for free.   

Church is where we gather in unity to receive the Sacraments and hear the Word.  They go together.  

You canôt g
et this com

bination an
ywhere else

 but in chu
rch.

 

 
All the other reasons are not bad reasons, but you can do them anywhere, anytime.  . . . Jesus has 

promised to be in our midst and bless the two or three of us when we gather in His name.   

over please 

Jim Eggert  



5 

 

 

John 12:20-21 ð ñNow t
here we

re some
 Greeks

 among 
those w

ho went
 up to 

worship
 at the

 

feast. 
 They c

ame to 
Philip 

. .  . 
with a 

request
.  ñSir

, we wo
uld lik

e to se
e Jesus

.ò  Wha
t a pow

er-

ful message we find from the words of these Greeks.  They were coming to church.  They were 

coming 
to wors

hip.  T
hey did

nôt com
e to he

ar the 
choir, 

the pre
acher, 

or to f
ellowsh

ip with
 the 

 

disciples.  They came to see Jesus! 

 
We come to church to see Jesus, and we see Him in His Word and in His Sacraments.  We see 

Him in the lives of other believers who have denied themselves, taken up their crosses and are 

followi
ng Him.

  Yes, 
we need

 to go 
to chur

ch, but
 letôs 

go to s
ee Jesu

s.

 

 
        Rev. Arthur Porter 

        Los Angeles Nehemiah Project   

        Inglewood, CA 

 

                                                              Let me just add a post-script.   We worship daily with specific 
thoughts and prayers and songs.  We worship as we study His word.  In fact, every facet of our lives 
24-7 should be an act of adoration.  However, our local church is ñHis house.ò  It IS the place we see 
Him . . .  as Pastor Porter describes.  It is the place we see Him in ways we cannot see Him else-
where.  We see Him in ñHis Bodyò and hear Him in His word.  We experience Him in the Lordôs Sup-
per.  Truly the house of the Lord is where we see Jesus.  Letôs meet together to see Jesus!   

         Pastor Jim Eggert 

THE HOLY BIBLE  

 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance 

 and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
Romans 15:4 NIV   

 

Begin reading the Scriptures, studying them, and meditating on them. You will be blessed. 
Here are some ideas for a multi-year reading plan.  Keep coming back to the gospels. 

 
1. Read about the life of Jesus in the Gospels of the New Testament, beginning with the Gospels of    
     John and Mark. 
2. Read about the spread of the Christian church after Jesus' ascension into heaven in the book of 

Acts. 
3. Read the fascinating account of God's creation of the world and His involvement with people over the 

first several thousand years of history in the book of Genesis.  
4. Be sure to read key verses of Scripture such as these: John 3:16-18, 36; Romans 3:20-26 and 6:23; 

Ephesians 2:8-9; 1 Peter 2:24; Matthew 5:14-16. 
5. Read a few of the Epistles, such as Ephesians, James, and 1 Peter which were written by apostles of 

our Lord. 
6. Read the history of God's involvement with the Israelites in Exodus, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, 

and all the other history books up through Esther. 
7.   Read the other Gospels, Matthew and Luke, which give us pictures of the life and words of Jesus. 
8.   Read the rest of the Epistles in the New Testament. 
9. Read the Psalms and Proverbs and then some of the prophets. 
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But as for me and my family,  

we will serve the Lord.                     
-Joshua 24:15 

Rebecca Duport, DCE, M.S. ðFamily Life Minister  
Phone: (239) 481 -4040, ext. 103 È  email: rebeccad@zionfm.org  

10 Ideas:  Valentineôs Ideas for Your Family 

Start some new traditions with your children during the holiday of love.  

Ahhhé February.  The month of hearts and roses and love. 

Would you like to begin some new family traditions this Valentineôs Day?  Then the following ideas have been writ-

ten just for you.  

1.  Ask the kids to tell you how they think Valentineôs Day began. Write down what they say.  Then do some re-

search with the children, online or at the library, and see if their ideas are correct.  

2.  Designate the month of February as a time to show special love in your home.  Read the following verse to-

gether of 1 Corinthians 13:4 -7.  Then discuss each of the characteristics of love at the dinner table on separate 

nights.  For example, ñLove never gives upò.  How have friends and family stood by one another in good and 

bad times?  What did God do after Adam and Eve sinned that showed that He did not give up on mankind?  

3.  Plan a unique scavenger hunt with the kids for Dad (or Mom).  Help the children make and hide clues, taping a 

small chocolate kiss on each one.  Have meaningful gifts at the end of the hunt.  Possibilities include handwrit-

ten notes of love and appreciation, personal certificates of service (I will wash your car, clean out the garage, 

cook dinner, etc.) drawings, homemade treats, framed family pictures, etc.  To make the scavenger hunt extra 

special, end your time with a family trip to the pizza parlor or bowling alley.  

4.  As a family, think of those who may be especially lovely on Valentineôs Day, then brainstorm ways that you 

could show Christôs love to them.  The kids may want to make unique Valentine cards, bake heart-shaped 

cookies, or invite them to a special lunch or dinner.  

5.  Cultivate a sense of appreciation in your children by helping them express appreciation to their grandparents.  

Have each of the kids write Grandma and Grandpa individual Valentineôs Day notes.  On February 14, person-

ally deliver the notes along with the arrangement of flowers or a balloon bouquet.  If grandparents live out -of -

town, mail each one in a separate envelope and also call Grandma and Grandpa.  

6.  Make February 14 a ñred letter dayò for your family. Decorate the kitchen or dining room with hearts, red and 

white streamers, and heart -shaped balloons.  Wear a red outfit or apron and serve the family heart -shaped 

pancakes; add some red food coloring to the syrup.  Make heart -shaped sandwiches for lunch, and choose din-

ner entrees that are red.  

7.  Mail each of your children a Valentineôs day card from you and your spouse.  Share not only why you love your 

child unconditionally, but also your gratitude to God that your son/daughter is your child.  

8.  Tell your children how you celebrated Valentineôs Day as a child.  Then have the kids call/visit their grandpar-

ents to see how they celebrated it.  Talk about ways that Valentine traditions have not only changed, but also 

remained the same.  

9.  Help the kids make an ñI love you becauseò book for someone special (parent, grandparent, pastor, teacher, 

etc.). In addition to writing and drawing heartfelt messages, include some favorite photographs and artwork.  

For a lasting keepsake, have the book bound at a local print shop.  

10.  With your spouse, decide on personalized ways that you can show love to each of your children on Valentineôs 

Day. Spend time praying about how best to do this.  While love for one child may be expressed by time, an-

other may feel loved by words of affirmation or gifts.  You may want to read The Five Love Languages of Chil-

dren by Gary Chapman and Ross Campbell.  


