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 My Pastor, My Friend  
By an Anonymous Member  
 

H ow many of us have chosen 

a life where we are judged by 

each and every quiet comment 

we make, that little cuss word we 

let slip when we hit our thumb 

with a hammer? None of us are 

judged like a Pastor. Then again, 

how many of us could stand in 

front of a large group of people 

every week and instruct them on 

how they should live their lives 

and still remain down to earth, 

not consumed by the power? Not 

too many, I would think.   

 In these days of million dollar 

signing bonuses, athletes making 

more money in one game than 

most of us see in one year, how 

many of these people are ñreal 

people .ò Our children (and us )  

look up to entertainers who have 

lived their lives for the all mighty 

dollar or the most fame and 

power they can attain. We may 

enjoy listening to Frank Sinatra, 

Michael Jackson, or reading Ear-

nest Hemmingway. All talented, 

rich, powerful people ðbut how 

many of them could we honestly 

say we would enjoy spending 

more than 10 minutes with?  

There are so few people that we 

meet in our lives that I could say 

there goes a ñrealò person. I like 

to think of it like this, how many 

people do you know that this 

statement would  

apply :ñI could sit in Heaven and 

chat with him/her for a couple of 

thousand years .ò 

 Expectations for Pastors are 

tremendously high, and if I may 

sa y  s o , 

s o m e w h a t 

unfair. The 

job of the 

Pastor, if we 

are totally 

honest, is to 

be more like 

Jesus. He 

needs to be 

the Shep-

herd, the comforter, the 

Preacher.  

 But there has never been an 

expectation, request, or law de-

manding that your Pastor has to 

just be your friend. The one 

thing I will say in appreciation of 

my Pastor, my friend ðyou 

make me want to be a better 

person. That is why I am proud 

to write this today, because I 

appreciate my friend, my Pas-

tor, Steve Hess.  
 

eliable Servants . Theyôre 

the binding of the Bible. Their 

acts are rarely recited and their 

names are seldom mentioned. Yet 

were it not for their loyal devotion 

to God, many events never would 

have occurred .ò(Max Lucado)  

 

ove is patient and kind. Love 

is not jealous, it does not brag, 

and it is not proud. Love is not 

rude, it is not selfish, and does 

not get upset with others. Love 

does not count up wrongs that 

have been done. Love is not 
happy with evil but happy with 

the truth. Love patiently accepts 

all things. It always trusts, always 

hopes, and always remains 

strong. (1 Cor. 13:4 -7, NCV)  

 

Seasonal Sunday Services:  
 

8:00 a.m.  

Traditional Service  

Liturgical worship in the  

Lutheran tradition.  
 

9:30 a.m.  

Contemporary Service  

Growing in God's Word, singing 

new songs, celebrating our faith.  
 

11:00 a.m.  

 Blended Service  

A blending of traditional hymns  

and spoken liturgy.  

Senior Pastor . . . . . Steve Hess  

Assistant Pastor . . Peter Weeks  

Monday -  Friday  

8:30 a.m. -  4:30 p.m.  

 

The newsletter for Zion Lu-

theran Church is published 

monthly. To submit an article 

for publication, email it to  

Victoria Walker at  

victoriaw@zionfm.org (be sure 

to put óNewsletter submissionô 

in the subject line) or drop it off 

in the office prior to the dead-

line date.  
 

The deadline for the November 

edition of the newsletter is:  

October 12.  

Worship Services  

Pastors  

Office Hours  

Newsletter Deadline  
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A Vision to Reach the Outsider              October A.D. 2009  

 
Dear Members and Friends of Zion,  
 

You are special to God! He demonstrated how special you are when he sent 
his Son Jesus to sacrifice his life to save you! And you are no more or less 
special than all the people of the world, for whom Jesus died. Zion plans 

once again this month to give you a chance to grow in your awareness of 
those around you who do not yet know of his saving love.  

 
Zionôs Life Series begins new classes October 7, including Zion 400 . This 
class , using the book , ñSharing Jesus Without Fear,ò offers you a great op-

portunity to increase your ability to be Godôs witness in your circle of influ-
ence.  
 

Someone wrote this poem:  
 
ñThe most beautiful story given to all was written long agoð 

By Matthew, Mark, Luke and John ðof Christ and his mission below.  
And you write a gospel, a chapter a day, by your deeds, whether faithless or true.  
When others read it, what will they think in the gospel according to you?  

 
ñIt' s a wonderful story , the Gospel of love , as it shines with Christ ' s life divine .  
Oh, that its truth might be told again in the story of your life and mine!  

You are writing each day a letter to all; take care that the writing is true.  
It ' s the only gospel some people may read : the gospel according to you .ò  
 

This month marks the 492 nd  anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. In 1517 on the Eve of All 
Saints, October 31, Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses ð95 statements for 
debate ðconcerning the teaching of the Bible. Luther rediscovered that God 

saves us not on account of our good works and deeds but solely on account 
of his grace ðhis unconditional love ðfor the sake of his Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We are saved by grace alone, through faith in Christ alone, based on 

Scripture alone.  
 
We will celebrate Reformation Sunday on October 25. What a great opportu-

nity to invite a friend ðmaybe an ñoutsideròðto hear the great message we 
have to share with them, as well as to remind each other: God loved the 
world so much that he sent his only Son to save us! Jesus sacrificed his life to 

pay the penalty for our sins . All who believe this receive Godôs forgiveness 
today and forever!  
 

God has called each of us , with the special gifts and abilities heôs given, to accomplish his mission 
of reaching the outsider with his precious gospel message of forgiveness of sins and life now and 
forever in Jesus. Though not many of us have the gift to share our faith in a compelling way that 

leads others to follow Jesus, every one of us is Godôs witness! Are you a good witness? Come to 
Zion 400 to develop into an even greater witness of Jesus and his love! God bless our efforts to his 
glory!  

 
Sincerely yours in Jesusô name, 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Hess  

Senior Pastor  
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Crisis? Rely on God!  
 
 I had a crisis once. Now most people might not classify it as a crisis but 
when you think of a crisis as being a turning point where you choose to rely 

on yourself or try something new, I think this one counts. You see it was Boy 
Scout summer camp and one of the first things you did was the swimming 
test. I couldn't swim. See where this is going? Now some of you may be 

laughing right now, but remember I grew up in west central Texas ðit's not 
like Florida where you are 65 miles from the coast no matter where you are.                                            

I was closer to the desert and so I had never learned how to swim.  
 Knowing I couldn 't swim , the leaders encouraged me to try the ñbasicò 
swimming test so I could at least get into the pool which involved jumping 

into the deep end and swimming across it and back. I tried it ðI jumped. I 
don't quite remember what happened next. I remember flailing my arms 
about and eventually I got back to the side of the pool where people could 

pull me out. It was a crisis and I tried depending on myself and it didn't work. I had even been so 
fixated on this event that I forgot to take off my watch and had ruined my ever -so-cool camouflage 
watch.  

 That is what can happen when we just rely on ourselves. We can jump into the deep end and 
flail about, creating a mess in our lives and the lives of the people around us.  
 That Boy Scout summer camp wasn't the end of my swimming 

adventures. My parents had friends at the local YMCA who were 
swimming instructors so the next summer my parents signed me up 
for swimming classes. Instead of relying on myself, I trusted Tom 

and Margie to teach me. And they did, using their slow, caring proc-
ess. After learning to float, we began gradually with the foam paddle 
boards and over the course of the class, I worked up to the point that 

I could do the side stroke and the back stroke. While I wasn't a Mi-
chael Phelps or anything, because I trusted Tom and Margie I was 
able to learn how to swim.  

 What changed? Was I somehow more gifted? No. I had simply re-
alized that I could no longer rely on myself and that I had to try 
something new: rely on someone else. And it worked!   

 While relying on a swimming teacher is important, it is nowhere 
near as vital as relying on God in our lives. Perhaps there is no 
greater area where we need to rely on God than when we are sharing 

our faith. In Sharing Jesus Without Fear  we learn a set of 5 open -
ended questions to ask someone but the hardest one is the last : ñIf 
you are wrong about your spiritual beliefs , would you want me to tell you .ò In other words, before 

proceeding to share your faith with someone you are , in essence , asking their permission . Youôre 
not being a ñBible Thumperò. Youôre not countering with the 40 reasons you feel he or she is wrong . 
You are simply asking a question.  

 But we have to rely on God in that moment. We have to trust the Holy Spirit to work ðand He 
does! As the author went on, he told us that in 35 years of using these questions to share his faith, 
he has never had a single person say ñNoò and stick to it. Without fail they have always come back 

with ñWell, arenôt you going to tell me?ò With their permission, the author then went on to talk to 
them about the basics of faith. And the best thing is that when God works, He is responsible for the 
results and we give Him all the glory . Those are results that endure . That is Godôs kingdom grow-

ing. That is why we rely on God ðespecially in times of crisis.  
 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day 
long. ðPsalm 25:5  

Happy Birthday, ECC! In  
October, the ECC is celebrat-
ing it¼s 2nd year of operation. 
We thank God for all his 
blessingş especially for the 
staff and teachers!  

Peter Weeks  

Assistant Pastor  
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Rebecca Duport, DCE  

Family Life Minister  
rebeccad@zionfm.org  

O ur Family Life Minister, Rebecca Duport, and her hus-

band, Kyle, have completed the C -PREP training (The 

Prevention and Relationship Enhancement Program)  to help 

couples have strong marriages that reflect Christôs love.  

 Our 6 -week course will begin Wednesday, October 7 at 

6:30 pm. Pre -register for materials and child care by Octo-

ber 7. The cost per couple is $30 and includes all materials. 

Make checks payable to Zion Lutheran Church. See Rebecca 

for more information or to sign up for the class.   

Enrich Your Marriage  

Happy marriages are not accidents. 
 

Sign up for CPREP  
 

The Christian Preven-

tion and Relationship 

Enhancement Program 

is a research based ap-

proach that gives couples powerful 

tools to develop and maintain a 

strong marriage for years to come.  

      TEAM GRANDPARENTS 

J  
oin in the mission and vision of praying for 
our grandchildren!  Grandparents, we will 

meet, Sunday, October 4 between services 
from 9:00 ð9:15 am and 10:30 ð10:45 am in 
Room 108. Join other grandparents in prayer for 15 

minutes for your grandchildren! Team Grandparents is 
a Family Life Ministry of Zion Lutheran Church.  

Couples with Small  Children  
 

B ring your children and join us Friday, October 16 from 6:00 -
7:30 pm in Room 108.   

 

To kick off our year, we will have a cookout for 
dinner and meet the other couples with small 
children* at Zion. Come see what this group is 

all about, and what our study focus will be this 
year!  
 

If you are interested in attending this small 

group, please contact Pete & Karen Hogrefe at 
481 -3620 or email: pairoflynns@aol.com.  
 

*Small children are 2 -5 years of age  

 (older/younger siblings welcome!)  
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N ext month in November, the Sunday School 

children (ages 3 through grade 6) will be-

gin preparations for this yearôs Sunday School 

Service to be held December 20 at 11:00 am.  

More information will be sent home mid -October 

from the teachers. Please save the date so your 

family can participate in the telling of our Saviorôs birth! 



5 

 

Parent Lite  is for parents of our children in 

Preschool through Grade 6, sharing Jesus through 
their presence, actions, and words. A sign up 
sheet is posted in the education hallway. Parents 

sign up for one Sunday each quarter (4 times a 
year )  to attend and assist in their childôs class. 
Please note your Parent Lite date for the Quar-

ter. If you are unable to serve, please 
switch with another parent.  
¶ Participate with your child and their 

friends  
¶ Be a ñmodel studentò in class. 
¶ Be the best teacher helper ever!  

¶ Hang in there with the teaching team  
until the last student is picked up by  
parents and assist with any clean up.  

¶ Above all...have fun with your child!  
 

ªLet your light shine before men that they may see your 

good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.« (Matt. 5:16) 

Prayer½s Power in  Marriage 
When a husband and wife are at the end 
of their rope, one of the best things they 
can do is pray together. It can bring 

healing in ways that nothing else can. 
Hereôs how praying together can 

strengthen your marriage.  
 

It invites Godôs power. Many couples 
lose hope when they canôt resolve con-

flict. Inviting God into your lives through 
prayer restores confidence in your mar-
riage. It reminds you that just as you 

are joined to each other, you are also joined to God. With Him 
you can do things you cannot do alone.  
 

It unlocks closed hearts. Itôs easy to close your heart to 

your spouse when thereôs unresolved hurt, anger or unfor -
giveness . Because itôs impossible to resent someone you pray 
for on a regular basis, when you pray together, God will help 

compassion return to your heart for your spouse.  
 

Itôs a simple and effective way to communicate. When 
we pray, God listens. So does your spouse. Often a spouse 

can talk to God about his innermost thoughts and feelings 
when he cannot express them to his mate. Consider writing 
your prayers to God and sharing them with your mate.  
 

As you communicate your struggles, desires and petitions to 
God, understanding will increase between you and your part-
ner. And when understanding opens your hearts to deeper 

levels of intimacy, it strengthens your relationship.  -Mitch Temple  

Sunday School Parent Lite Schedule   
Fall Quarter 2009  

Sunday  
9:30 am  

PS/
Kindergarten  

 

Grades 1 - 3  
 

Grades 4 - 6  

10/04  Duport  Duport  Partipilo  

10/11  Shackelford  Junghans  Collins/Adams  

10/18  Chouinard  McThenia  Hendrix  

10/25  Fisher  Beinfang  Yankovich  

11/01  Hogrefe  Odenweller  Blankenship  

11/08  Livingston  Pohler  Keith/Molly 
Harris  

11/15  Miller  Wunderlich  McThenia  

11/22  Cooney  Franz  Hummel  

11/29  Hendrix  Adams/Collins  Slamka  

 

Parent Link e-newsletter is a 
monthly resource for parents.  
Email: rebeccad@zionfm.org  

Parenting Tips  
 

W hen your child enters high 
school, take him on a spiritual 

journey through the book of Prov-

erbs. This book of the Bible has 
some of the best wisdom for life is-
sues, such as how to make good 

decisions concerning the opposite 
sex, how to make right choices, 
how to work, and how to be a faith-

ful and responsible steward of what 
God has given you.  
 

hallenge your children to reject 
mediocrity. Teach them the impor-
tance of striving for excellence in 

everything you do. Within his God -
given capabilities, challenge him to 

rise above the crowd, to seek 
higher standards of achievements, 
and to be all that God has gifted 

him to be. This involves training 
him to be trustworthy, to fulfill his 
commitments, and to do a good job 

even when nobody is looking.  

Z   Family Life    Z   Family Life    Z   Family Life    Z   Family Life    Z   Family Life    Z   Family Life    Z  
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T 
he LCMS is celebrat-
ing over 30 years of 

Lutheran youth from 
around the country and 
even from around the world 

gathering together for an 
amazing week of praising 
God, fun, learning, and so 

much more. If you are in 
9 th -12 th  grade , you donôt want to miss this once in a lifetime op-
portunity coming next summer, July 17 -22. Those who are 19 -

25 years old are welcome to apply to be part of the volunteer 
youth corp.  
 Did you miss the informational meeting on September 

16? You can still register with Zion to attend this amazing event! 
Contact Rebecca today! Registration materials are due October 
14.  

 

*Sunday worship changes to: 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am 
 
 
 

Wed. 10/7   High School Bible Study & Confirmation Class (grades 7 -8)  
6:30 -7:30 pm   MS DYG -  $40 deposit due for early bird registration  fee (see Nov.)  

     * Last day to sign up for Middle school game night at Hope ï Bonita Springs.  
 
Fri. 10/9    MS Circuit Game night ñGet R.E.A.L.ò at HopeðBonita Springs .   

7-10 pm    $5 + dinner.  
   Leave at 6:15 pm -  return at 10:30 pm.   
   Adult drivers: Dan & Val Miller.  

 
Wed. 10/14   High School Bible Study & Confirmation Class (grades 7 -8).  
6:30 -7:30 pm   * Balance due for National Youth Gathering  registration ðHigh School  

 
Wed. 10/21   High School Bible Study & Confirmation Class  (grades 7 -8)  
6:30 -7:30 pm   

 
Wed. 10/28   Reformation Party ~ Fellowship Hall -  Middle and  High School    
6:30 -7:30 pm  Pastor Peter & parent helpers: ___________________  

Sun. 11/1   High School RESCUE  -  Marco Island Lutheran Church  
8:00 am -3:00 pm  
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