
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Z ION  L UTHERAN  CHURCH  
 

 

N OVEMBER  2009  

The Newsletter of  

7401 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33919       

Phone: (239) 481 -4040  ̧Fax: (239) 481 -4102  
Web Site: www.zionfm.org  

  

Are You Thankful?  
By Victoria Walker  
 

E 
ach year as the Thanks-

giving season rol ls 

around, we are reminded 

to give thanks to God for the tur-

key dinner, the pumpkin pie and 

for our home that is filled with 

the love and laughter of our fam-

ily and friends. During the joyous 

holidays, surrounded by plenty of 

food and the comfort of our loved 

ones, we have much to be thank-

ful for; but what about the rest 

of the year? What about those 

days and events where things 

are not so joyful? During those 

times, it may not be as easy to 

be thankful, but we are in-

structed to give thanks to God 

for everything, in all circum-

stances -  ñBe thankful in all cir-

cumstances, for this is Godôs will 

for you who belong to Christ Je-

sus.ò (1 Thessalonians 5:18 

NLT).  

 Yes, you read that correctly é 

the Bible tells us to be thankful 

ñin all circumstancesò ï both the 

good times and the bad. You 

may ask, ñWhy would I give 

thanks when bad things hap-

pen?ò Our God is a loving God 

who doesnôt cause the bad things 

that happen to us but because 

His love for us is so great, He will 

use our suffering, caused by sinôs 

presence in the world, to accom-

plish His purposes in our lives.  

 We must remember that God 

sees our entire life, not just to-

day or this year. He knows the 

experiences we will need and the 

strength that will be required for 

our future and we can trust Him 

and know that He causes all 

things to work together for good 

to those who love Him (Romans 

8:28.) This does not mean that 

all things will be good in life but 

it does mean that we can trust 

God to lead us through the diffi-

cult times!  

 We can give thanks for all of 

our circumstances because we 

have peace from knowing Jesus 

and knowing that God plans a 

useful result from every trial.  

 As the Thanksgiving holiday 

approaches, this is a great time 

to start practicing being thankful 

to our Lord! Each of us has 

something to be thankful for so 

letôs remember to be thankful 

everyday, not just on Thanks-

giving. Make it a part of your 

daily prayers; as you reflect on 

the events of your day, give 

thanks to God for the good 

things and for the good that He 

has promised to bring out of the 

hard things.  

Seasonal Sunday Services:  
 

8:00 a.m.  

Traditional Service  

Liturgical worship in the  

Lutheran tradition.  
 

9:30 a.m.  

Contemporary Service  

Growing in God's Word, singing 

new songs, celebrating our faith.  
 

11:00 a.m.  

 Blended Service  

A blending of traditional hymns  

and spoken liturgy.  

Senior Pastor . . . . . Steve Hess  

Assistant Pastor . . Peter Weeks  

Monday -  Friday  

8:30 a.m. -  4:30 p.m.  

 

The newsletter for Zion Lu-

theran Church is published 

monthly. To submit an article 

for publication, email it to  

Victoria Walker at  

victoriaw@zionfm.org (be sure 

to put óNewsletter submissionô 

in the subject line) or drop it off 

in the office prior to the dead-

line date.  

 

The deadline for the December  

edition of the newsletter is:  

November 9.  

Worship Services  

Pastors  

Office Hours  

Newsletter Deadline  
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ñéWITH THANKSGIVINGé!ò           November A.D.2009  

 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Zion,  

 
 Are you thankful? As the National Day of Thanksgiving comes around 
this month, for what will you give thanks?  

 
 One of my favorite chapters of the Bible is Philippians 4. (Deb and I 
selected verse 4, ñRejoice in the Lord always!ò as our wedding sermon 

text ðwe also have it inscribed in our wedding bands!) In verse 6 he 
writes, ñDo not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving  let your requests be made known to 

God.ò Itôs a memorable verse, and one Charles Swindoll made even more 
memorable by his paraphrase: ñWorry about nothing; pray about everything. ò This phrase 
is a wonderful motto for living and serving as Godôs child. 

 
 As I ñpray about everything,ò I want to remember to pray ñwith thanksgivingò: Iôm thankful 
for our nation and the freedoms we enjoy, thanks to the sacrifices of 

many, from the pilgrims at Plymouth Rock that first Thanksgiving in 
1620 to my former colleagues in the 53 rd  Infantry Brigade, Florida Army 
National Guard ð2,500 strong ðwho are preparing this Thanksgiving to 

redeploy to Iraq to protect and defend my freedom.  
 
 These days in our congregation, Iôm especially thankful for the work 

of Zionôs Stewarding Ministry, along with staff and leaders, in presenting 
this monthôs annual stewardship campaign.  +++ Iôm thankful for many 
opportunities we offer our community to find help and hope in Jesus. 

+++ I thank God for Zionôs staff, board, ministry teams and auxiliary 
groups who have served beyond the call of duty to address the chal-
lenges and needs we face during these exciting times.  

 
 Iôm thankful for the blessing my family is to me. To be Debôs husband, and Peter and Adamôs 

dad, and to be part of an extended family where love from God leads to love for one another ð
and I CANôT WAIT TO BE A GRANDPARENT NEXT YEARðTWICE OVER!! ðthese all add blessings 
from God beyond what I desire or deserve!  

 
 One of our earliest meal prayers with the kids as they learned to speak was simply, ñThank 
you, Jesus. Amen.ò Thatôs really not a bad prayer in many circumstances. It maybe isnôt as com-

prehensive as Paulôs instruction in Philippians 4:6, but it helps us remember who the Giver is, 
and what our attitude toward him should be.  
 

 God help you to live these challenging yet exciting days connected to him ñwith thanksgiv-
ing.ò 
 

Your servant for Jesusô sake, 
 

 
Steven J. Hess  
2 Corinthians 4:5  

Steve Hess  

Senior Pastor  
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Thank you!  
 

 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning 
you in our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of 

faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ 
(1 Thessalonians 1:2 -3).  
 

 The apostle Paul mentions his thanks for his brothers and sisters in 
Christ on a regular basis as he does in his letter to the Thessalonians. So 
what better way to greet you, my brothers and sisters in Christ this 

month than with words of Thanksgiving! We certainly have much to be 
thankful for as our Lord continues to bless us individually and as His 
people, Zion.   

 
 First I would like to thank you for appreciating your professional church workers. Although 
many make a point to express your appreciation throughout the year, I want to thank all of you 

for taking that moment to write a card or pull me aside to say thank you. You are a blessing and 
an encouragement to me. God has truly blessed me through you. Thank you!   
 

 Second, I would like to express my thanks to our operational staff ðVictoria Walker, Cherie 
Neat, Carol Keathley, Joann Boyle and Eric Glantz. You really do support the ministry staff and 
we appreciate your service. Eric, we will miss you. You were more than a facilities manager ðyou 

have a true servantôs heart. I know that your example of selfless service was an encouragement 
to me and I am sure to many, many others. We will miss you but do pray that God will bless you 
and your family as He continues to lead you in the ways you should go.   

 
 My last thank you goes to all of Zion and especially the Mission Ministry. I am serving as the 
Southwest Circuit Outreach Counselor. Doug Kallesen, our Florida -Georgia district Mission exec 

called me to notify me of a church in need in Cap -Haitien, 
Haiti. Bob Selle had already talked to me about this church 
from his visit to Haiti. The church was planted by Andre 

Mezilus ðan EIIT (Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology) 
vicar. Andre is currently studying through Concordia Semi-

nary ï Saint Louis under Bob Selle in a distance learning 
program. The church rents a building in downtown Cap -
Haitien and they have a school with 1,500 children. After I 

contacted the churches in our circuit, Zionôs Mission Minis-
try stepped up to support the next yearôs rent for the 
church in Cap -Haitien. While they still need support to 

feed the students of their school, they now have their rent 
paid for a year and can continue to grow. Thank you Zion!  
We are helping people know Christ in Haiti!   

  
 I believe sharing our faith is one of the greatest ways to show our thankfulness. We truly 
show how thankful we are to God by sharing His love with the people around us ðwhether they 

are in Lee county or in Haiti. Then they too can share the thankfulness we already have for our 
Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 

 
 
 

Peter Weeks  

Peter Weeks  

Assistant Pastor  
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Rebecca Duport, DCE  

Family Life Minister  
rebeccad@zionfm.org  

Couples with Small  Children  
 

B ring your children and join us Friday, November 6 & 20 from 6:00 -7:30 pm 

in Room 108. We will gather for a meal together as families and then the 
children will play in room 103 and on the playground with the babysitter while 
couples have their Bible study.  

 If you are interested in attending this small group, please contact Pete & 
Karen Hogrefe at 481 -3620 or email: pairoflynns@aol.com.  
 

*Small children are 2 -5 years of age (older/younger siblings welcome!)  
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W e need a few extra hands 

to help care for the chil-
dren in the nursery during our 
9:30 am service each Sunday. 

 Please contact Rebecca Du-
port in the church office if you 
are interested in helping!  

he LCMS District and Congrega-

tional Services is pleased to reveal a 
new signature logo to promote Family 
Ministry.  

 The logo spells out the word Family  
in flowing cursive letters giving a 
sense of forward movement, symbol-

izing that families are often in motion and moving toward the fu-
ture. Each letter in the word family, if you look closely, is sepa-
rated just a little, indicating that while a healthy family is united; 

they are made up of individuals living their own unique lives, yet 
connected with other family members.  
 The focus point of the logo is the cross, which dots the ñiò and 

is in the color blue, representative of Christ as the focal point in 
the Christian home, rising up and drawing us close to him. The 
color blue is a reminder of Baptism, by which all of us become 

members of the holy Christian family, united with each other as 
the church on earth and with our Father in Heaven.  

      TEAM GRANDPARENTS 
J  oin in the mission and vision of praying for 

our grandchildren!  Grandparents, we will 

meet, Sunday, November 1 between services 
from 9:00 ð9:15 am and 10:30 ð10:45 am in 
Room 108. Join other grandparents in prayer for 15 

minutes for your grandchildren! Team Grandparents is 
a Family Life Ministry of Zion Lutheran Church.  



5 

 

Parent Lite is for parents of our children in Pre-

school through Grade 6, sharing Jesus through their 

presence, actions, and words. A sign up sheet 

is posted in the education hallway. Parents 

sign up for one Sunday each quarter (4 times 

a year) to attend and assist in their childôs 

class. Please note your Parent Lite date for 

the Quarter. If you are unable to serve, please 

switch with another parent.  

¶ Participate with your child and their friends  

¶ Be a ñmodel studentò in class. 

¶ Be the best teacher helper ever!  

¶ Hang in there with the teaching team until the 

last student is picked up by parents and assist 

with any clean up.  

¶ Above all...have fun with your child!  

 ̧ Happy is the family that has made Christ the center of its home - life.  

 ̧ Happy is the family in which the children know they can trust in and rely on their parents.  

 ̧ Happy is the family in which the husband and wife openly show love and affection.  

 ̧ Happy is the family that cultivates a deep appreciation and reverence for God's Word.  

 ̧ Happy is the family that worships God both privately and publicly.  

 ̧ Happy is the family that has a sense of humor and playfulness in good and bad times.  

 ̧ Happy is the family that respects the privacy of each family member.  

 ̧ Happy is the family where parents teach Biblical truth and has moral convictions.  

 ̧ Happy is the family where members learn the meaning of forgiveness.  

 ̧ Happy is the family that takes time out to play and have fun together.  

 ̧ Happy is the family that affirms and supports one another daily.  

 ̧ Happy is the family that exhibits equality among its members and responsibility in family tasks.  

 ̧ Happy is the family that allows members to confess their faults and affirm their strengths.  

 ̧ Happy is the family in which parents and children seek to understand each other.  

 ̧ Happy is the family whose minds are lit by truth and whose hearts are kindled by love.  

 ̧ Happy is the family where parents take the time to teach their children to pray.  

 ̧ Happy is the family that has internalized the meaning of Thanksgiving.  

 

Parent Link e-newsletter  
is a monthly resource  

for parents.  
    Email: rebeccad@zionfm.org  

Z   Family Life    Z   Family Life    Z   Family Life    Z   Family Life    Z   Family Life    Z   Family Life    Z  

Sunday School Parent Lite Schedule  

Fall Quarter 2009  

Sunday  
9:30 
am  

PS/Kindergarten  Grades 1-3  Grades 4-6 

11/ 01 Hogrefe  Odenweller  Blankenship  

11/ 08 Livingston  Pohler  Keith/Molly 
Harris  

11/1 5 Miller  Wunderlich  McThenia  

11/2 2 Cooney  Franz  Hummel  

11/ 29 Hendrix  Adams/Collins  Slamka  

There will be a meeting with the parents on November 22 after 
Sunday school (10:30 am) in room 105 to discuss resources 
for the Advent season. We will have Advent calendars, devo-

tionals and other resources for your family.  

BBBEATITUDESEATITUDESEATITUDES   FFFOROROR   HHHEALTHYEALTHYEALTHY   FFFAMILIESAMILIESAMILIES   
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FL- GA District  

Middle School  
Youth Gathering  

(Grades 6 - 8)  
 November 6 ð8, 2009  

 

This is an awesome gathering of about 800 

middle school students and adults at Lake 

Yale Conference Center in Leesburg, FL. Pas-

tor Mark Schaefer and Andrew Witt formerly 

from Rough Draft will be leading us.   
 

Registration balance due Nov. 1. Get your 

packing list from Rebecca! Leave Friday No-

vember 6 from Zion at 1:30 pm and return 

Sunday at 5 pm.  

College Students  
BYOBðBring your own Bible is a small group Bi-
ble study for college aged youth! We will meet 
Thurday, November 5 & 19, at 6:30 pm in room 

108. Contact Lesley Briggs at 691 -6498 for more 
information!  

Get to know other youth in our circuit as we 
R.E.S.C.U.E. (Reach Every Single Christian un-

der Eighteen) this year. Once a quarter we will 
gather with other high school youth for wor-
ship, lunch, Bible study and games at another 

Lutheran church in our area.  

HIGH SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL 
R.E.S.C.U.E. R.E.S.C.U.E. R.E.S.C.U.E.    

November Youth Ministry  
 

*Sunday worship: 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am 
 
Sun. 11/1   HS Circuit R.E.S.C.U.E. event hosted by Zion.   

     Entertainment books and/or money due today!!!  
     MS DYG balance due today!  

      

Wed. 11/4   Confirmation Class (grades 7 -8)   
6:30 -7:30 pm   High School Bible Study (grades 9 -12)  

     

Fri. -  Sun.    November 6 -8: Middle School District Youth Gathering  
 

Wed. 11/11   Confirmation Class (grades 7 -8)  
6:30 -7:30 pm  High School Bible Study (grades 9 -12)  
 

Wed. 11/18   Confirmation Class (grades 7 -8), ñFaith in Actionò night  
6:30 -7:30 pm   High School Bible Study (grades 9 -12)  
 

Wed. 11/25   NO CLASSES  -  THANKSGIVING EVE Worship at 6:30 pm   
 

Sat. 12/12   MS & HS ñRock Band Wiiò Fellowship Hall with Taco Barr.  

6 -9 pm     Bring an unwrapped gift for a teen to be donated.  
     (Coordinators: Dan Miller, Jeff Blankenship)  
 

Wed. 12/16   NO CLASSES  -   ADVENT Worship at 6:30 pm  

 

�h�3�I�N�G�� �A�N�D�� �M�A�K�E�� �M�U�S�I�C�� �I�N�� �Y�O�U�R�� �H�E�A�R�T�� �T�O�� �T�H�E��
Lord, always giving thanks 
to God the Father for eve-
rything, in the name of 
�O�U�R���,�O�R�D���*�E�S�U�S���#�H�R�I�S�T�����f 

                                                     

(Ephesians 5:19-20) 


