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 Summer Sunday Services:  
 

8:45 a.m.   

Traditional Service  

Liturgical worship in the  

Lutheran tradition.  
 

10:00 a.m.  

Contemporary Service  

Growing in God's Word, singing 

new songs, celebrating our faith.  

Steve Hess  

Senior Pastor  
 

Peter Weeks  

Assistant Pastor  
 

Rebecca Duport, DCE  

Family Life Minister  
 

Jennifer Welch  
Early Childhood Center Director  

 

Marian Schmitt  

Parish Nurse  
 

Dick Miller  

Pastor Emeritus  

 

Cherie Neatééé..Office Secretary 

Carol Keathleyéééé.Bookkeeper 

Matt Krupickéé..Building/Grounds  

Jeanne Hunterééééé..Custodian 

 
Dr. Debra Hess...Music Coordinator  
Barbara Aadlandéé...Choir Director 

Bev Ottenéééé.Bell Choir Director 
Kerry Spenceréééé...Accompanist 
Austin Lynkéééééé....Sound Tech 

Monday -  Friday  

8:30 a.m. -  4:30 p.m.  

Worship Services  

Ministry Staff  

Office Hours  

It must be part of God you see  

When we look in a motherôs eyes. 
He must be living in her heart  

To make her so gentle and so wise.  
 

It must be He who helps her  

Make it through each day.  
To teach little children  

Of loving and of play.  
 

It must be He who gives her patience  

Whenever they are bad.  
It must be He who helps her comfort them  

When they are hurt or sad.  
 

And He will help her to realize  

When her raising them is done,  
That they are now no longer  

Her little daughters and her little sons.  
 

It is He who watches over them  
When this world she must depart,  

And He who keeps her memory fresh  

In their minds and in their hearts.  
-Gloria J. Aylesworth  

Bemidji, MN  
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May, A.D.2010  
 

ñLIFE PURPOSE IN LIFE SERIES ò 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Zion,  

 
May continues the Easter Season as we celebrate Easter all month long ð
for a week of weeks! In this month of celebrating Confirmation Day, 

Motherôs Day, Ascension Day and Pentecostðalong with very special oc-
casions to thank our retiring Sunday school teachers, Jean Lyden and 
Phyllis Schultz ðwe can find cause to trust in God even when we are un-

sure of the future. As Zion continues to follow our new Life Series  plan 
and process of ñKnowing-Growing -Serving -Sharing,ò I thought we might 
review some questions ðborrowed from Rick Warrenôs Purpose -Driven 

Lifeðabout our purpose in life.  
 
Question 1: What will be the center of my life?  This is the question of worship ðKnowing 

Christ . Whatever is at the center of your life is your god. How do you know when God is at the 
center of your life? When heôs at the center, you worship. When heôs not, you worry. Jesus 
helped his disciples to overcome fear with faith in worship of him.  

 
Question 2: What will be the character of my life?  This is the question of discipleship ð

Growing in Christ . What kind of person will you be as you live your life as a redeemed child of 
God? He is far more interested in what you are than in what you do. Make a list of the character 
qualities you want to work on and develop in your life. Jesus continually taught his disciples from 

the Scriptures, as he now teaches us to grow.  
 
Question 3: What will be the contribution of my life?  This is the question of service ðServing 

Christ . Knowing your combination of spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality and experiences 
(Warren calls this your S.H.A.P.E.), what would be your best role and how can you make a dif-
ference? Remember, none of us can meet the needs of everyone, so choose who you are best 

suited to help based on your ñshape.ò 
 
Question 4: What will be the communication of my life?  This is the question of mission ð

Sharing Christ . God has both a mission and a message that he wants to communicate to the 
world through you. In 2 Corinthians 5:20 Paul says that we are Christôs ambassadors as God 
makes his appeal through us. Constantly ask yourself, ñWhom has God placed in my path that 

needs to hear this message of reconciliation?ò 
 
I welcome you to participate in the Life Series  classes, beginning again later this month. As we 

move forward, we thank God for reminding us that our purpose is to worship and grow, serve, 
and share the good news about his love and forgiveness through Jesus. God bless your personal 
and our congregational journey according to his purposes!  

 
Sincerely yours in Jesusô name, 
 

 
Steven J. Hess  

 

 

 

 

Steve Hess  

Senior Pastor  
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Keep the main thing the Main Thing!  
ñGo therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to ob-
serve all that I have commanded you. ñ ï Matthew 28:19 -20a         
                I have used this title before for a sermon but I repeat it in light 

of all the change because the one thing we will need to focus on in the com-
ing months through all the transitions is just that ðkeeping the main thing 
the main thing.    

                The main thing for us today is exactly what Jesus told the disci-
ples.   It begins with those wonderful occasions like the baptism of Chloe and 
Noah from the Preschool.   Their names are now written not only in the Pre-

school directory but theyôve been added to the book of Life.  What a won-
derful honor to watch as God made Chloe and Noah children of His fam-
ily.    It is moments like those that are the reason Zion started our Early 

Childhood Center.    
                As I look back on Jenôs work for Godôs kingdom among us she 
has truly kept the great commission the main thing.   She has worked so hard with the families of 

the ECC.   Jen made sure to notify us whenever a family was interested in finding a church 
home.   Beyond her busy schedule, Jen volunteered to teach our Zion 400 Sharing Jesus Without 
Fear Life Series class.   Jenôs work among us was truly guided by the Great Commissionðwhether 

she was working to make disciples or teach older disciples how to make more!    
                But we cannot forget the second half of the Great Commission.   We need to teach the 

disciples God makes in baptism.   In our ECC the teachers have Jesus time with the students every 
day.   On Wednesdays at 9:00 we have chapel every week.   At Zion we have a teaching and learning 
ministry that focuses on the second half of the Great Commission.   Part of that ministry is our Con-

firmation class.    
                Along with the Bible and Catechetical Helps  we use Lutherôs Small Catechism.  What does 
Luther say in the front of your Small Catechism?   Before even getting into the 10 commandments 

Luther states ñAs the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.ò  It is 
more than a little ironic that I am actually doing what Luther said should be done by the head of the 
household.   But is this just something Luther suggested in the context of a church that had aban-

doned the Gospel?   Is this just a 16 th  century old - fashioned idea?   In a word ðno.  
                Rebecca Duport, our Family Life Minister, recently told me that research shows that pas-
tors are way down on the list of influential spiritual people for teenagers.   In a way, pastors alone 

teaching the faith would be like a team using its practice players for the Super bowl game ðalthough 
the practice team players are just as intelligent and practice every bit as much as their star players, 
when it comes down to it, the practice team just doesnôt score as many touchdowns.  As I think 

back on the Confirmation process, I realize that although I taught all the students the same way, 
the ones who really took hold of the teaching were the ones whose families were involved.   In other 
words, families make the difference!    

                This even resonates with Godôs plan going back to Israel as they entered the Promised 
Land ñAnd these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them dili-
gently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 

the way, and when you lie down, and when you riseò (Deut 6:6-7).   God wants families to be the 
center for faith formation and I will be working on involving and supporting families more through 
the confirmation process.    

                Confirmands ðI hope these two years have been a blessing to you, they have certainly 
been a blessing to me.   I pray God continues to bless you as you grow in your faith.   Jenðkeep on 
keeping the main thing the main thing.   I know God will use you to help His kingdom grow.   Letôs 

keep the main thing the main thing!  
 
 

Peter Weeks  

Assistant Pastor  
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 Knowing, Growing, and Going!  
 That is what we are all about here at Zion Lutheran Early Childhood 

Center. Itôs actually our mission statement for the center. It parallels 

the churches mission of Knowing, Growing, Serving, and Sharing.     

 ñThe mission of Zion Lutheran Early Childhood Center is to help 

young  children to know  Jesus as their friend and Savior, grow  in 

His love and grace, and go  forth to share His gospel.  
  

 This mission is carried out by supporting families and helping young children grow in the grace 

and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18) by nurturing their spiritual, social, emo-

tional, physical,  and cognitive development Proverbs 22:6) and equipping them to share the 

love of Christ with others (Mark 16:15).ò 

  

 There is no better time of year to highlight this mission statement than now, as we approach the 

end of another school year.  This time of year we are busy evaluating just how much our students 

have grown socially, emotionally, cognitively, physically, and spiritually.   What do they know now 

that they didnôt at the beginning of the year?  How have they grown and matured as the year has 

progressed?  Are they developing a relationship with Jesus, their Savior?  

  

 That last question is perhaps the most important and yet often the most difficult to evaluate in 

some children.  We strive everyday to share the good news of Godôs love and grace with our chil-

dren and we know that the Holy Spirit is working in their lives as well.  How exactly can you tell if 

the Holy Spirit is at work in a little child?  Well let me give you a few examples of how we have seen 

him work this year:    

 1. Spontaneous praise -  Probably the evidence we see most often. Children in the midst of 

 play suddenly begin singing their favorite chapel/Jesus time songs. (This really tugs at 

 the heart strings)   

 2. You are informed by parents that their child wonôt go to bed or eat unless they have said 

 their prayers.    

 3.  Parents ask about getting their child(ren) baptized! (We had two from the ECC family 

 baptized last month)  

 4.  Children act out their daily Jesus time during their free play time. (Our two year olds do 

 this on a regular basis!)  

 5.  We see the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, gentle

 ness, goodness, and self - control) at work more and more in their daily behavior.  

 6.  When hurt or wronged by another child who apologizes for what they have done we hear 

 ñThatôs okay, I forgive you!ò as the response from the hurt/wronged child. 

What a wonderful blessing to know that God is blessing our mission and preparing even the young-

est of his children to proclaim his gospel!  

Zion Lutheran  
Early Childhood Center 

 
 

 
 

    15 ï CPR/First aid (contact  
   Church office for more info)  
    16 -  ECC sings in 10:00 am  
      Worship  
    31 -  ECC Closed for Memorial   
     Day  

 

 

 

    12 - 16 Vacation Bible School  

 
 

 
 

      4 -  Last day of VPK & ECC  
      Family Potluck 6:15 - 8:30 pm  
      11 -  Last day of Preschool  
      14 -  Summer Program Begins  

Zion Lutheran Early Childhood Center 
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M ay already?  Wow, the school year has flown 

by.  The Eager Explorers have a busy month 

planned.  We will continue to tend our garden out 

back. We'll start off the month with National Pet Week 

and have the students learn about taking care of pets, 

and even bring in some of our own. We will celebrate 

Mother's Day with a breakfast on May 7th and present 

our moms with a keepsake.   

  Next up is National Children's Book week.  We'll 

do lots of reading, earning prizes for books read, and 

have the kids bring in their all time favorites to share 

with the class.  Then we'll follow up with National 

Transportation Week and learn about all sorts of 

things that go.   We'll finish the month with a bug 

and  insect unit  and see what  types we've drawn to 

our garden.  The final push is on to get our students 

ready for kindergarten so we'll be working really hard. 

Sure is going to be a 

jam packed month!  

 

Blessings,  
Mrs. Cindy & Ms. Barb  

A pril showers bring May flowers....right?? We just 

ended the month of April that began with the 

celebration of our Savior's resurrection at Easter! With 

the beginning of April came the beginning of spring-

time, our rainy season, and a new unit -- plant life! We 

filled our room with gardening tools, plant diagrams, 

real plants, seeds, soil, water....and the list goes on! 

We will continue this unit into May and hopefully see 

the fruits of our careful labor!  

  May brings not only flowers for our unit study but 

also the finishing touches of the school year. We will 

be having our final assessments, portfolio pages, and 

projects this month. We will be getting ready for our 

end of the year party and moving up to Kindergarten 

by the end of the school year on June 4th! What a 

fast ride it's been but we Rockin' Racers aren't at the 

finish line yet. Please keep encouraging your child to 

give 100% through the end of the year...we'd love to 

pass on the best portfolio possible to their next 

teacher!  

  

God's blessings during May and 

always!  
~Ms. Katie and Ms. Pat  

        New Discoveries Made by Eager VPK Explorers   

Things are Really Rocking With the VPK Racers  

Terrific Things are Taking Place in Jr. Preschool  

Whatôs Flowering in the Sr. Preschool Garden? 

W e have completed our unit on historical eras and 

have learned so much about the different styles 

of art and music.   We have created our own master-

pieces and composed our own music.    

 April showers bring May flowers and this month 

we will be talking about the season of Spring and all 

the things that grow and are born during this sea-

son.  This month we will also begin a new unit to be 

decided by the children and I cannot wait to find out 

what they want to learn about!   

 I am so proud of all my little friends and how 

much they have grown over the past few months.   It 

is hard to believe that the school year is 

almost over and that we will soon be 

welcoming summer.  

 

Happy Spring!  

Miss Cheri and Ms. Gretchen  

M ay is here,  the time goes by too fast. Last 

month we were very busy learning about hatch-

ing animals, frogs, butterflies, and kites.  We made 

wonderful projects that re -enforced our themes. Be-

cause we could use more time to cover everything, 

we will be continuing our exploration of all things 

spring, like weather, plants, and animals this month. 

We will even plant our own flowers and watch them 

grow.   

 May is a special month because it the month of 

the Mother.  I want to invite all our mothers  on May 

8th or 9 th  to come to our classroom for an hour and 

share a special day with your child.  We want to wel-

come our new friends Lily and Rene. Just like flowers 

and plants grow, so do our friends, and we are getting 

ready to say  ñGood Byeò to some that are going to be 

moving on.  

 

Blessings,  

Mrs. Vanessa and Miss Kristen  

31 Biblical Virtues to Pray for your Children  
 

Mercy ñ May my children always be merciful, just as their Father is merciful.ò  Luke 6:36 

Respect (for self, others, & authority) ñ Father grant that my children may show proper respect to everyone, as your 
word commands.ò  1Peter 2:17 
Biblical Self -Esteem ñHelp my children develop a strong self-esteem that is rooted in the realization that they are 
Godôs workmanship, created in Christ Jesusò  Ephesians 2:10 

Zion Lutheran Early Childhood Center 
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SHARING CHRIST  
in the HOMES of our VBS children  

 

Send an Arch book HOME that corresponds with our daily VBS lesson!  
 

Monday:  BIZ - Z- ZY BEE - LIEVERS  
The Boy Jesus Went to the Temple   Luke 2:41 -52  

 

Tuesday:  AN UNBEE - LIEVABLE MEAL  
Jesus Fed Over 5,000   John 6:1 -15  

 

Wednesday:  AMAZ - Z- ZING CARE  
Jesus Raised Jairusô Daughter From the Dead         Mark 5:21 -43  

 

Thursday:  A NEW BEE - GINNING  
Jesus Rose From the Dead  Matthew 27:62 -28:20  

 

Friday:  BEE- FREE IN JESUS  
God Rescued Peter from Jail  Acts 12:1 -17 (18 -19)  

The 

Arch® 

Book  

series 

tells 

popular 

Bible 

stories through  

fun - to - read rhymes 

and bright  

illustrations.  

This well - loved  

series captures the 

attention of children, 

telling scripturally 

sound stories that are  

enjoyable and easy to  

remember.  
This product is part of the  

Accelerated ReaderÊ program  
and carries a point value of .5.  

THE HIVE IS ALIVE!  

Planet Zoom  

Where Bold BEE - lievers ZIP, ZAP & ZOOM for Jesus!  

Join us for an unforgettable week!   
 

July 12 - 16  
9am - noon  

 

 ñBe imitators of God, as Beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved 

us and gave Himself up for us.ò      Ephesians 5:1 -2 
 

Weôre welcoming potty trained three year olds to those who will be entering fifth grade in the fall.  

Weôd love to have your child join the hive!  Registration begins in May in the atrium and also 

online at www.zionfm.org.   

Adult and teen helpers (entering grade 6 and up) are needed as Guard and Nanny Bees, Builder Bees 

and Busy Bees!   

Site Leader Training:  Wed. 5/12  

Crew Leader Training: Wed. 5/19  

Sign up with our VBS Queen Bees!  
 

Lesley Briggs & Andrea Tringa  

691 -6498      826 -2840  

Zionôs Summer Outreach 
Knowing, Growing, Serving, SHARING  

 

Donôt have any children of your own?  How about neighbors, friends, grandchildren, or grandchildrenôs 

friends.  Share with your doctorôs and restaurant servers for their friends and neighbors to come also. 

Join Zionôs Summer Outreach crew and help kids explore what it means to be bold Bee-lievers for Jesus!  

Make checks payable to:  

Zion Lutheran Church  
ñVBS BOOKSò 

 

Each $10 gift gives a 
set of 5 books to a 

home!  
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But as for me and my family,  

we will serve the Lord.                                  
-Joshua 24:15 

Rebecca Duport, DCE ðFamily Life Minister  
Phone: (239) 481 -4040, ext. 103 È  email: rebeccad@zionfm.org  
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Fantastic Families  
6 Proven Steps to Building a Strong Family  

Dr. Nick & Nancy Stinnett  
 

What makes a Family Strong, Healthy and Happy?  Whatôs so important about family? What is a strong family? 
 

 Six major qualities of strong families were uncovered in Nick and Stinnettôs original research in Oklahoma, 

and those same characteristics continued to emerge as the study expanded.  In spite of cultural, political, and 

language differences, the strong families investigated around the world are very similar.  Not only does this 

research consistently show these six characteristics; the findings are also validated by others who research 

families.  

 Good families share six major qualities :  

 1.  Commitment .   

  Members of strong families are dedicated to promoting each otherôs welfare and happiness. They value 

  the unity of the family.  

 2.  Appreciation and Affection .   

  Members of strong families show appreciation for each other a great deal. They can feel how  good a  

  family is.  

 3.  Positive Communication .   

  Members of good families have good communication skills and spend large amounts of time talking  

  with each other.  

 4.  Time Together .   

  Strong families spend time ðquality time in generous quantities ðwith each other.  

 5.  Spiritual Well - being .   

  Whether they go to formal religious services or not, strong families have a sense of a greater good or 

  power in life. That belief gives them strength and purpose.  

 6.  The Ability to Cope with Stress and Crises.    

  Members of strong families are able to view stress or crises as opportunities to grow.  

 There they are.  Six qualities that strong families have in common.  It is all pretty simple, isnôt it?  Doesnôt 

sound difficult at all, does it?  And thatôs one of the difficulties weôve discovered.  The six steps to building 

strong families are so profoundly simple that they can  be misleading!  Why?  Because simply understanding  

what we need to do to make our families work happily together is not enough.  The principles of this book 

must be lived out in your family.  

 Strong families are made ðstep by step.  People in strong families have to work at it, to nurture it.  Con-

stantly.  

 Experience has shown that if your family has problems ðeven major problems ðthe situation can be reme-

died and you can have a fantastic family life. You can do it by applying in your family the six steps found in 

this book.  

 If you feel you have a good family life, fantastic!  It can be better  and stronger!   If you lack in even one 

of the six areas ðor if you can be stronger in any of the six areas ðyou can make your family even stronger 

and happier by using these six steps.  

 Even if youôre contemplating marriage, you can begin to ensure that your family will be strong and that 

your marriage will thrive to your golden wedding anniversary and beyond.  These six steps are key.  

 Each step has been repeatedly confirmed by the real experts ðfourteen thousand strong families ðand each 
is validated in the Book of books.  If other families can do it, you can do it.  No matter what your family is like 

right now.  

 This book is a guide to help you reach the happiness and strength you want in your family and in other in-

terpersonal relationships.  The strong families researched in this book are a beacon to light your way.  


