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 Summer Sunday Schedule:  
 

8:45 a.m.   
Traditional Service  

Liturgical worship in the  
Lutheran tradition.  

 

10:00 a.m.  

Contemporary Service  
& Sunday School classes  

Growing in God's Word, singing 
new songs, celebrating our faith.  

 
Steve Hess  

Senior Pastor  
 

Peter Weeks  
Assistant Pastor  

 

Rebecca Duport, DCE  
Family Life Minister  

 

Jennifer Welch  
Early Childhood Center Director  

 

Marian Schmitt  
Parish Nurse  

 

Dick Miller  
Pastor Emeritus  

 
Cherie Neatééé..Office Secretary 
Carol Keathleyéééé.Bookkeeper 
Matt Krupickéé..Building/Grounds  

Jeanne Hunterééééé..Custodian 
 
Dr. Debra Hess...Music Coordinator  
Barbara Aadlandéé...Choir Director 
Bev Ottenéééé.Bell Choir Director 
Kerry Spenceréééé...Accompanist 

Monday -  Friday  
8:30 a.m. -  4:30 p.m.  

Worship Services  

Ministry Staff  

Office Hours  

Happy Birthday America! 

In His Exposition of Psalm 82:2 ñHow long will you defend the  
unjust and show partiality to the wicked?ò Luther points out what a 

burden a bad government is and how great a blessing a good  

government is.  
 

A Good Government Is Precious  
 

In a word, next to the Gospel (ministry) or the spiritual office no 
better jewel, no greater treasure, no costlier gift, no finer founda-
tion, no more precious possession, exists on earth than a govern-
ment that administers and upholds justice.  Government authori-

ties are properly called gods (v.6).  So great are the virtues, bene-
fits, fruits, and good works that God has placed into this estate.  
For not in vain has He called its administrators ñgods.ò  He does 
not want this to be a lazy, useless, idle estate in which people seek 
only honor, power, pleasure, of mere self - interest and wantonness. 
    (What Luther Says, Volume II, page 576)  
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July A.D.2010  
 
 

Being  Godôs People, Doing  Godôs Work 
 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Zion,  
 
I once read this statement: ñChange is inevitable, but growth is optional.ò 

As we enter the month of July and celebrate Independence Day, I wonder 
about the founders of our nation. What steps did they have to go through 
before they signed the Declaration of Independence? Surely they saw the 
need for change, and they had the courage to move forward, even at 
great personal risk, for a new nation to take root and grow.  
 

Zionôs mission statement reads: ñWe are people made special by the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out through Jesus to give people help and help them grow.ò This clearly encourages 
action, and we have taken action ðincluding starting Stephen Ministry and a new director of 
youth and education in 2000 +++ the presentation of a long range plan, and a new constitution 
and bylaws and a new governing board in 2002 +++ our new building campaign in 2003 +++ a 
new associate pastor in 2005 +++ a new alternative worship service in 2005 +++ a new called 

worker to develop our preschool ministry, and development of a new vision for ministry in 2006 
+++ a new called worker to develop family life ministry in 2007 +++ a new assistant pastor and 
a new strategic plan in 2008, and many more actions ðwhich would further advance our stated 
mission of ñreaching out through Jesus to give people help and help them grow.ò  
 
In the process of such actions (ñdoingò) we constantly seek to remember the ñbeingò part of our 

mission statement: ñWe are people made special by the gospel of Jesus Christ.ò This month we 
send high school youth and adult leaders to the national youth gathering in New Orleans, and we 
offer vacation Bible school to children in our parish community. Also our national church body, 
the Lutheran Church -Missouri Synod, meets in convention to decide on many resolutions that 
will guide us in our mission and ministry together. Last month we distributed offering envelopes 
to allow each of us to participate in support of expanding the gospel; this special offering will be 

part of the opening service at the convention.  We pray that all who serve and lead, and all who 
participate, will have a sense of ñbeingò part of Godôs kingdom. 
  
Change is certain as we look at the days in front of us. It is my fervent prayer that our loving 
God continues to guide us in courageous steps forward in ñreaching out through Jesus.ò And as 
we do this, I pray that he continues to remind us by his Word that we are ñpeople made special 

by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.ò God help us to move forward with action and purpose, always 
remembering that he will lead us.  
 
In Jesusô name, 
 

 
Steven J. Hess  
Senior Pastor  
 

 

Steve Hess  

Senior Pastor  



3 

 

Christ Lives in Us  
As many of you know, I love cycling.  This month cyclingôs biggest race 

is taking place ðthe Tour de France.  One of the inspiring cycling stories I 

have heard is that of Lance Armstrong.  As you may know, in 1996 he was 
diagnosed with testicular cancer and underwent the painful process of treat-
ment.  One of the hardest moments for him as a professional cyclist was 
when he was bicycling with friends and was passed by someone walking on 
foot.  It was that bicycle ride that confronted Lance with the terrible reality 
of his condition.    

Iôm not going to use the clich® cancer-is- like -sin analogy but as we look 
at our lives and see our sin, we all have moments like that.  Moments where 
Godôs law confronts the terrible reality of our sin.  Saint Paul realized this as 
he was writing Timothy ñThe saying is trustworthy and deserving of full ac-
ceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I 
am the foremostò(1 Tim. 1:15).  Paul realized just how terrible his sin was 

and just how much he deserved Godôs judgment.   
That is why it is so important that our worship service starts off with confession and absolution.  

In every other aspect of life we put our ñbest foot forward.ò  A resume that started with ñMy great-
est growth areaò would be a failure but that is exactly what we do as Godôs people.  We come be-
fore Him and before our fellow man and admit our sin ðsin that can separate us from God and from 
one another.   

But that isnôt the end of the story for us, and neither was that bicycle ride the end of the story 
for Lance.  Lance continued the treatment process and made it through.  Lance shocked the world 
when he made his comeback to professional cycling after treatment and won the Tour de France 
not once but a record seven times and wore that famous yellow jersey.   

But as amazing as his health and cycling accomplishments are, the greater change I noticed was 
that after cancer, Lance no longer lives to himself.  Instead 

Lance recognizes that every moment he lives is a moment 
because he survived cancer.  Now Lance uses his celebrity 
status to help others.  After his official retirement from pro-
fessional cycling, Lance returned to race in the 2009 Tour de 
France without pay so that he could promote cancer aware-
ness.  For Lance the yellow jersey now symbolizes his move-

ment to promote cancer awareness.   
As Christians, every moment we live is because of the 

forgiveness we received at our baptism.  We live because we 
live in Christ.  We no longer live to ourselves.  Life is not 
about us ðit is about Christ in whom and for whom we now 
live.  Once Godôs law confronts us with the terrible nature of 

our sin, we can experience the sweetness of the gospel.  We now live in this cycle of forgiveness 
where Christ truly lives in us as Godôs law confronts our indwelling sin and we return to him for 
grace.  

On May 10 th , God called home Spencer Greenlee.  Spencer was a fulltime volunteer for Amigos 
en Cristo.  Spencer truly lived in a way that showed that Christ lived in him.  Spencer had a joy that 

was inescapable.  Spencer was continually inviting perfect strangers to experience more ways for 
Amigos en Cristo to serve them and in turn experience Christôs love.  Spencer lived every moment 
for Christ.   
As I pray for Spencerôs family and friends, I reflect on how I am allowing Christ to live in me.  

Am I giving God all the glory?  Is Christ living through my life all the time?  Am I sharing the joy of 
Jesus every day?  God has certainly taught me through Spencer.  The awareness we promote when 

Christ lives in us is not just for this life, but for all eternity ðnow that is something worth sharing!   
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20  

 

 
 

Peter Weeks  

Assistant Pastor  
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Thanks for the Memories  
Wow! Itôs July already!  These last few months have just 

gone by far too fast.  Hard to believe this is my last month here 
at Zion. There is a strange mix of emotions running through me:  

 

Sadness  -  Itôs always sad to say good bye. 
Excitement  -  I am excited for what God has in store for both 

me and Zion.  

Curiosity  -  What will my new class be like?    

Humbleness  -  Looking back at all God has done in just 3 years with the ECC, I am hum-
bled to have been a part of it all.  

Pride -   I am so proud of all our ECC grads who have gone on to do great things in kin-

dergarten and beyond, as well as those little ones who continue to grow and prepare 
for their time to venture off to kindergarten.  

Up lifted -   I have truly been up lifted by all the well wishes I have received since an-

nouncing my new call.  
Supported -   You are only as strong as those who support you and I have had great 

back up over the past three years including but not limited to my pastors, my congre-

gation, my Board members, and most importantly my staff!  

There are a host of others but, if I had to pick the strongest emotion I feel right now it 
would have to be that of GRATITUDE !  I am so very, very grateful for all the love and 

kindness shown to me during my time here at Zion.  I am especially grateful for all the 

ECC families who entrusted their most precious gifts to my care.  It has been an honor and 
a privilege to have been a part of your childrenôs lives and  I can only hope I have touched 

them as much as they have touched me.  I will certainly cherish the beautiful quilt with all 

their little hand prints.  They all have left their mark on my heart and I will carry them with 
me for years to come.  Thank you all so very much!  

 

With much love,  

Miss Jen  

Zion Lutheran  
Early Childhood Center 

Zion Lutheran Early Childhood Center  

31 Biblical Virtues to Pray for your Children  
 

Kindnessò Lord, may my children always try to be kind to each other and 

to everyone else.ó   

1 Thessalonians 5:15  

 

Generosity ò Grant that my children be always be generous and willing 

to share, and so lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for 

the coming age.ó   

1 Timothy 6:18 -19 
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Zion Lutheran Early Childhood Center  

  

Happy July everyone!  

 
 We are continuing our trip around the world in 40 days that started with the 

beginning of camp. We are experiencing new foods, music, clothes, and lan-

guages! If you have any ideas for different countries and activities to match or 
if you'd like to come and help in any capacity, please feel free to let me know!  

 Please watch your child's cubby for information about water days, field 

trips, and other special days during the summer!   ~Ms. Katie  

Travel Around the World with                                    
Zion Summer Camp    

Dive Under the Sea with                  
Summer Preschool 

Summer is upon us and if there were any doubt, we only need to step 

outside and feel the heat and humidity!  
 We have begun our summer session and have combined the Jr. Preschool with 

the Sr. Preschool.   The children are enjoying the opportunity to play with new 

friends and the new classroom environment.  

 During the month of July we will be visiting the beach and the ocean via our 
imaginations.   We will be learning about different sea creatures and their environ-

ments.   We are also working on having a couple of visitors to tell us more about 

some of the creatures you would find in the sea.  
  

Mrs. Vanessa and Miss Cheri  
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  ñSo be strong in the Lord and 
in the power of his might.  Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil.ò (Ephesians 6:10-11)  This summer we 

are going to do just that.  Weôve all enlisted in Godôs Army.  Each week we will 
focus on a new piece of Godôs armor found in Ephesians 6:10-18 and discuss how we can use it in 
our lives.   
 In our first summer chapel we learned why we need Godôs armor and what the armor of God is.  
Then, we began our discussion of the individual pieces starting with the belt of truth girded around 
our waists and the breastplate of righteousness guarding our hearts.  Next, we fit our feet with the 

gospel of  peace and took up the shield of faith to quench the fiery darts of the evil one.  Lastly we 
put on the helmet of salvation and take up the sword of the Spirit.  Being we are now fully armed 
soldiers of the King we need to keep in touch with our commander, praying always.  By the end of 
the summer we will be fully armed and ready to stand against the wiles of the devil.   
  Our summer offerings will go to help purchase school supplies for children in need.  We will fo-
cus specifically on No.2 pencils.  Our goal (with the help of the Zion congregation) is to collect 500 

dozen (6000) pencils by the end of summer!  We certainly need your help!  Pencils can be brought 
to the ECC office or given during the offering time at chapel each week.  Thanks for your support!  

Please keep the following families in your prayers 

this month:  
 
ECC Families: Please pray for our new Director, new families 
joining the Zion ECC family this summer and fall, all our 
friends moving on to kindergarten and other Preschools.  
                                    
Church Families: Jennings, Johnson, Johnston, Jones, 
Junck, Junghans, Kahle, Kaiser, Kaul, Kaye, Keathley  

 

With Special Requests for:  
Military personnel around the world, earthquake and tor-

nado recovery, the children of Burundi, safe summer for all students and families, healing for 

all sick and hurt friends and family, Samanthaôs cousin, Roslinôs daddy, Owenôs cousin, Char-
lieôs brother, Pastor Weeks and Family, Miss Jen as she moves north. 
 
�,�I���\�R�X���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���D�G�G���D���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���W�R���R�X�U���O�L�V�W���S�O�H�D�V�H���S�O�D�F�H���L�W���L�Q���W�K�H���E�O�D�F�N���E�R�[���Q�H�D�U���0�L�V�V���-�H�Q�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�H�� 

Prayer Requests �´�7�K�H���S�U�D�\�H�U���R�I���D���*�R�G�O�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q���L�V���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O�����,�W���P�D�N�H�V���W�K�L�Q�J�V���K�D�S�S�H�Q�µ����James 5:16  

Chapel News  

Zion Lutheran Early Childhood Center  

Pray fo
r

 


