
  

 

7401 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33919       

Phone: (239) 481 -4040  ̧Fax: (239) 481 -4102  
Web Site: www.zionfm.org  

 

Z ION  L UTHERAN  CHURCH  
 

 

AUGUST  2010  

The Newsletter of  

 Summer Sunday Schedule:  
 

8:45 a.m.   

Traditional Service  

Liturgical worship in the  

Lutheran tradition.  
 

10:00 a.m.  

Contemporary Service  

& Sunday School classes  

Growing in God's Word, singing 

new songs, celebrating our faith.  

 

Steve Hess  

Senior Pastor  
 

Peter Weeks  

Assistant Pastor  
 

Rebecca Duport, DCE  

Family Life Minister  
 

Beth Wallace  
Early Childhood Center Director  

 

Marian Schmitt  

Parish Nurse  
 

Dick Miller  

Pastor Emeritus  

 

Cherie Neatééé..Office Secretary 

Carol Keathleyéééé.Bookkeeper 

Matt Krupickéé..Building/Grounds  

Jeanne Hunterééééé..Custodian 

 
Dr. Debra Hess...Music Coordinator  
Barbara Aadlandéé...Choir Director 
Bev Ottenéééé.Bell Choir Director 
Kerry Spenceréééé...Accompanist 

Monday -  Friday  

8:30 a.m. -  4:30 p.m.  

Worship Services  

Ministry Staff  

Office Hours  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Begins August 23 rd  

 

 Martin Lutherôs influence on education is as lasting as it is exten-

sive.  Although he was interested primarily in the world to come, he 

urged men and women to prepare their children for a useful life in 

this world by giving them a broad education.  He does so in what he 

writes to the councilmen of Germany in 1924.  

 

How to Teach Children  

 

 When Christ wished to attract and instruct men, He had to be-

come a man.  If we are to attract and instruct children we must be-

come children with them.  

 

 Luther throws out a similar hint at the close of his explanation of 

the Second Commandment in his Large Catechism (1529). He had 

just suggested that we enlist certain inclinations of children to aid us 

in training them.  An educator must enter into the thought world of 

children.  In order gradually to raise them to his level, he must de-

scend to theirs.  

(What Luther Says, Volume I, page 447)  
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August, A.D.2010  
     ñNEW BEGINNINGSò 
 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Zion,  
 

August brings new beginnings : A new school year, and for Zionôs Early 
Childhood Center, we welcome Beth Wallace, who makes a new begin-
ning  as ECC Director, gearing up for the first day of school August 23. I 

just had a brief chat with Beth the other day, and I can tell she is excited 
and delighted to help build on the great beginnings which Jen Welch, our 
Founding Director of the ECC, provided. God has given Zion a unique 

mission opportunity to minister to - , with - , and by the children and fami-
lies in the ECC. We look forward to the installation of our new director 
and re -dedication of the ECC staff in our worship services on August 22. 

(By the way, what a great opportunity God gave us in Vacation Bible 
School last month, where 50 of the 75 children participating were age 5 or under!)  
 

Our Sunday school also makes a new beginning  on August 22, when we will observe 
ñEducation Sundayò and will install new teachers and re-dedicate teachers who continue to serve 

on that Sunday. For students of all ages we will have a ñBackpack Blessingò also that morning. 
God has given us an equally unique mission opportunity to minister to - , with - , and by all chil-
dren, youth, and adults. Our staff, lay leaders, and all groups and individuals labor towards 

equipping every member to help fulfill Zionôs mission by being Godôs people through Jesus and 
reaching out through Jesus to give people hope and help in his name.  
 

Our Executive Board, working with Kurt Bickel of Cornerstone Consulting, is also making a new 

beginning , aligning Zionôs structure for mission. We have learned over these past years that we 
need a united approach in doing things right (operations) and doing the right things 
(governance). We all want Zion to fulfill the mission God has for us and to realize his vision for 

us. We are thankful for the clarity that our consultant has been providing in this process of align-
ing our structure to help us accomplish what God has for us to be about these days.  
 

Martin Luther once said that we should live each day as if Jesus arose yesterday and was coming 

back tomorrow. That certainly makes me ponder how best I might use my time and energy in 
the remaining seven months or so as your pastor. While I am looking forward to early retirement 
next March, I am very much excited about the new beginnings  right now, this month at Zion!  
 

Meanwhile, the same Lord who guided Pastor Fangmeier and the charter members of Zion 

through its birth and initial growth, and the same Lord who richly blessed Pastors Miller and As-
mus and a host of dedicated staff and faithful servant leaders through the past years of growth 
and vitality, is the same Lord Jesus who is faithful to all generations! He has promised to guide 

and bless us, to love and forgive us, to support and strengthen us in this time of new begin-
nings . Letôs join our hearts and hands and voices in honoring him and in building his kingdom! 
 

 

Sincerely yours in Jesusô name, 
 

 
Steven J. Hess  
 

 

Steve Hess  

Senior Pastor  
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Whereôs the Water? 

 

ñGo therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spiritò - Mat 28:19  
 

 On December 28 th  2009 we had the Baptismal Remembrance ceremony for 

Malachi at Zion and afterward a member asked me ñPastor, whereôs the water?ò  

She was right.  We hadnôt used water when we gathered at the front because 

we were celebrating a Baptismal Remembrance ceremony.  In short, I baptized 

Malachi in the hospital and we had the party when everyone could be there.  
 

 Some of you may think it was a little crude of me to call a Baptism at church 

a ñpartyò but allow me to let you in on how 

most baptism -scheduling discussions go.  The 

parents call, talk to the pastor and then the 

negotiation starts.  ñWell, weôd like to have it 

this week but my aunt canôt be here, if we do 

it the following month one of the sponsors canôt come so how about 

three months from now?ò  And thatôs before we even start looking at 

Zionôs worship schedule.  What if something else ñcomes upò in the next 

three months?  How long should we wait to have our children baptized?  
 

 Hereôs a question more to the pointðhow many of those issues actually had to do with the sacra-

ment of baptism?  None.  The part we negotiate back and forth on is not essential to baptism but rather 

has more to do with the party ðwho can be here and when.  
 

 What if you could have a baptism without having to do all the planning and potentially offending 

family members?  That is exactly what the Baptismal Remembrance ceremony does.  As a believing fa-

ther, I baptize my children the day after they are born.  I donôt do it at the hospital because of any dis-

tress on the part of child or parent, I do it to obey my Lord and fulfill my responsibility as a parent.  We 

take pictures, etc. to commemorate this life -changing event.  Then, once the sacrament of Baptism is 

done, then we plan the party.  As a family we are freed up by doing the Baptism in the hospital and hav-

ing the party whenever our family and sponsors can come.  
 

 How does a Baptismal Remembrance ceremony work?  Itôs simple, actually.  Think about itðat a 

Baptism during worship, it is a Baptism for 1 person and a Baptismal remembrance ceremony for the 

other 299 people (for the sake of round numbers).   So it is a Baptism for 0.3% of the people and a Bap-

tismal Remembrance for 99.7% of the people.  For a Baptismal Remembrance ceremony, it is simply a 

Remembrance ceremony for 100% of the people.  In terms of the actual liturgy, all one has to do is sim-

ply change a few of the verbs to past tense.  Thatôs it.  Plus, since we baptized Malachi in the hospital 

the day after his birth, his baptismal birthday is really easy to remember.  We celebrate his birthday and 

the next day we celebrate his baptismal birthday.  
 

 So going back to the greeting line after church on December 28, 2009in answer to the question 

ñWhereôs the waterò I can truly say that the water was already there at Malachiôs baptism along with 

Godôs Word and Spirit that made him a child of God.  Now we get to do the other halfðñteaching them 

to observe all that I have commanded youò(Mat 28:20a ).  That is what we will be celebrating in August 

as we have Education Sunday and commission our Sunday School teachers.  

 

 As of the writing of this article, we still need more Sunday School teachers.  Perhaps you canôt com-

mit to every Sunday, that is fine because you can work as a team.  For example, I noticed that a confir-

mand volunteered to teach one Sunday School class with her mother or you could work as a team who 

alternates weeks of teaching.   We really need your help so if you are interested in helping teach Sunday 

School, please speak with Angela Brittenham or Rebecca Duport.  Letôs keep baptizing and teaching so 

that Godôs kingdom may grow!   
 
 
 
 

P.S.:  Donôt forget the water! 

Peter Weeks  

Assistant Pastor  
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But as for me and my family,  
we will serve the Lord.                                  

-Joshua 24:15 

Rebecca Duport, DCE ðFamily Life Minister  
Phone: (239) 481 -4040, ext. 103 È  email: rebeccad@zionfm.org  

 As a kid growing up, I was a fruit fiend. Noth-
ing was more refreshing to me on a hot summer 

day than a cold piece of fruit. I loved to eat 
peaches, nectarines, apricots, plums and green 
grapes. I preferred this over candy ðhad no 

choice, as I had braces at the time. I could not 
eat candy ðor anything with processed sugar. So, 
I enjoyed ñGodôs candy,ò stayed healthy, and 

kept my orthodontist happy.   
One summer day, after 
quickly consuming nearly  

all the fruit my mother 
had just purchased from 
the grocery store, she 

made a declaration. I was 
now to limit my fruit in-
take to one piece per 

kind, per day. Due to this  
fruit budget that I had 
been placed under, I 

planned my eating very  
carefully. I usually ate 

only one piece between 
breakfast and lunch, 
which left four other se-

lections during the heat of  
the afternoon. The  
evening was reserved  

for sugarless ice cream 
(ice milk) and other simi-

lar treats. Sometimes, mom would splurge and 

bring home some ñbonus fruit,ò such as straw-
berries, cherries, or boysenberries!  
 These are great summer memories for me to 

recall. I am grateful that I grew up in a home 
that could provide for me in this special way, and 
for a mother who did a great job of looking after 

all the needs of her children. I enjoyed a home 
that valued healthy eating habits, regular family 
meals, and a home that practiced forgiveness 

when ðon occasion ðI did exceed the one fruit 
per kind, per day rule.  

 Our gracious Heavenly Father provides spiri-
tual fruit for us through the Holy Spirit, which we 

read about in Galatians 5:22 -23. This fruit comes 
to us in the form of love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 

self -control. These are not just seasonal fruit ei-
ther! They are poured out on us daily, and given 
for us to use every day, with all people, espe-

cially those in our family and home settings.  
 Imagine what a home filled with this kind of 
fruit would be like! It would be the kind of place 

that kids and parents would enjoy day after day. 
These spiritual fruits would be readily shared 
among several generations. The home would 

welcome visitors and friends openly. It would be 
a caring place and a safe place. Bless my mother 
for her sense of stewardship, and wanting to 

make sure that fruit was available to me and the 
rest of the family ðfor a few days at least.  
 We need not worry however, about such lim-

its when it comes to the fruit of the Spirit. God 
has given them to us in abundance! He places no 

limitations on how much love, joy, peace or pa-
tience we can experience. God does not speak of 
portion control when it comes to us expressing 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness or 
self -control with others. In fact, this is the es-
sence of Christian living ðto share these fruits 

with one another everyday, during every season 
of life.  
 So, parents . . . please be generous in doling 

out a fair share of summer fruits with your chil-
dren. Also, be lavish as you shower love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness, gentleness and self -control within your 
family.  
 Against such things, there is no law.  
 

 

THE FRUITS OF SUMMER 

ñReprinted with permission of LCMS Childrenôs and Family Ministry.ò 
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SUMMER  

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Begins 10am Rm 105  

Ages 4 thru Completed K  

& Completed grades 1 -5 

 
 

Summer Sunday School Coordinator  Becky Partipilo 850 -6069  

DATE Age 3ðcompleted Kindergarten Completed Grades 1-5 

August 1 Kyle & Rebecca Duport Laura Altergott 

August 8 Bethanie & Jean Allman Laura Altergott 

August 15 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY NO SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY 

Team Grandparents  
Join in the mission and vision of 

praying for our grandchildren! 

Grandparents will meet  

Sunday, August 1 between services in 

room 108. Join other grandparents for 15 

minutes to pray for our grandchildren!  

SUNDAY 
AUGUST 22 

 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

BEGIN THIS SCHOOL YEAR WITH A  
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS Keep our  

children on track 
for Jesus...  

Help teach in  
Sunday School!  

 
The new Education 

year begins Aug. 22  

 
We need members to 

serve this year!  
 

Contact:  
Angela Brittenham  

at 863 -558 -1195  

 

Parent Link e-newsletter  
is a monthly resource for parents  

and grandparents of teens and children 
         Email: rebeccad@zionfm.org  

Education Sunday ~ August 22nd  

Backpack Blessing  

J ump start your Bible study routine with a glimpse of what opportunities will be 

available for you and your family this year.   

 

Another fall is approaching. It is time for students to return to the classroom and for other fall schedules 

to resume. Zion will be having a Blessing of the Backpacks Milestone celebration on Sunday, August 22.  

We are asking that all students come with backpacks or another kind of student bag. The Blessing of the 

Backpacks will include students, parents, and other caregivers to be present for recognition and for 

prayers. Every parent wants his or her child to have all the advantages possible for a good education. 

This year, that includes a blessing.  

 

Not only do we want to acknowledge, support and pray for our students, we also want to acknowledge, 

support, and pray for all efforts to learn, grow, and gain divine wisdom. Therefore, we are asking all peo-

ple to bring something that they use on a regular basis for a blessing. Perhaps it is a briefcase, computer 

bag, tool belt, kitchen apron, gardening tools, calculator, or work gloves.  Whatever it is, bring it to wor-

ship on August 22 for a blessing for everyone else who learns, grows, and gains divine wisdom.  

 


